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2! ga Shen it was over, the confetti 
¥ i A 


M onthe ground and another 

WS & trophy raised in the air, 
Alabama coach Nick Saban had only one 
thing left to do. 

“I'm smiling,” he said. 

Ol’ sly Saban was smiling early in the 
fourth quarter, too, when the Crimson 
Tide pulled of a gutsy onside kick with 
the game tied at 24. 

Alabama rode the momentum from 
that surprise to score the go-ahead touch- 
down and then rocket back to the top 
of the college football world, winning 
its fourth national title in seven years 
by beating Clemson, 45-40. 


Fes 


Photo by Matt Kartozian-USA TODAY Sports 


The Tide used a quartet of scoring 
plays that covered 50-plus yards — in- 
cluding a 95-yard kick return in a wild 
fourth quarter that featured a combined 
40 points — to deliver Clemson its only 
loss of the season. 

“What a year. What a year,” said Clem- 
son coach Dabo Swinney. “I’m incredibly 
proud of our team. I think at least the 
nation saw why we have been so success- 
ful — they saw the heart of our team. I 
think they gave us everything they had.” 

Heisman-winning running back Der- 
rick Henry sealed the outcome with a 
1-yard touchdown run with 1:07 remain- 
ing, stretching Alabama’s lead to 45-33. 


The Tigers battled to the end. Quarter- 
back Deshaun Watson’s 24-yard touch- 
down pass to tight end Jordan Leggett 
with 12 seconds left brought Clemson 
within a score, but the ensuing onside 
kick went out of bounds. 

Alabama unleashed tight end O,J. 
Howard as a weapon to complement 
Henry’s power running. Howard had five 
catches for 208 yards and two touch- 
downs, his first scores since the 2013 
season. 

Howard’s second touchdown came 
after defensive back Marlon Humphrey 
recovered a high-bouncing onside kick 
toward the right sideline with the score 


SCOREBOARD 


fooo)6|6lU SOD 
ALABAMA 7 #7 #=+7 24 45 
CLEMSON 14 oO 10 16 40 


Photo by Matthew Emmons-USA TODAY Sports 


~» 


Photo by Joe Camporeale-USA TODAY Sports 


tied at 24. The TV cameras caught Saban 
with a big grin on the sideline. 

“We call it pop kick,” Saban said. 

“I thought we had it in the game any- 
time we wanted to do it. I made the deci- 
sion to do it. The score was tied ... and we 
were tired on defense. We weren’t doing 
a great job of getting them stopped. 

“I felt like if we didn’t do something to 
change the momentum of the game that 
we wouldn’t have a chance to win it.” 

Henry ran 36 times for 158 yards and 
three touchdowns, including a 50-yard 
burst to start the scoring. 

He wasn’t able to get on track much 
in the second half, but quarterback Jake 
Coker connected on scoring passes of 53 
and $1 yards to Howard after the break. 
Coker finished 16-for-25 for 335 yards. 

Alabama’s fireworks on offense were 
enough to offset a brilliant effort from 
Watson, who dazzled with his arm, his 
legs and dizzying improv skills. 

He completed 30 of 47 passes for 405 
yards and four touchdowns, and he ran 
20 times for 73 yards. 

“He's special,” Swinney said. 

After several big-bow! blowouts, 
Alabama (14-1) and Clemson (14-1) put 
a whopper of the topper on the college 
football season in front of 75,765 at Uni- 
versity of Phoenix Stadium. 

Alabama, which lost in last season’s 
playoff semifinals, was not done exerting 
its special teams superiority after the 
onside kick. 

Clemson used a 31-yard field goal to get 
within 31-27, but Alabama kick returner 
Kenyan Drake carved through the cover- 
age on the ensuing kickoff, taking it 95 
yards and stretching out the ball to hit 
the pylon for a touchdown with 7:31 left. 

“I think special teams may have been 
the difference in the game,” Saban said. 
“The onside kick and the kick return 
for the touchdown kind of changed the 
momentum of the game.” 

The Tigers had won 51 consecutive 
games when leading after three quarters 
but couldn’t hold on against Alabama after 
taking a 24-21 lead into the final period. 

Saban won his fourth national title at 
Alabama and fifth overall. Only former 
Crimson Tide coach Bear Bryant (six) has 
won more than four national titles dur- 
ing the wire-service era (since 1936). 

“I’ve never been prouder of a group of 
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young guys,” Saban said. 

Alabama took a 21-14 lead early in 
the third quarter when Howard scored 
on a 53-yard reception, wide open down 
the right sideline because free safety TJ. 
Green failed to come over in support. 

“It was a slugfest out there,” Swinney 
said. “A couple of those special teams 
plays were momentum plays. Champi- 
onship football is a game of a few plays, 
and that is what this came down to — 
just a few plays.” 

Clemson took a 24-21 lead on a 60- 
yard drive, capped by a 1-yard plunge 
from running back Wayne Gallman. 

Henry and Watson took turns throw- 
ing haymakers in a riveting first half, 
which ended with the teams tied at 14. 

Henry scored twice, including on a 
50-yard run, and Watson fired two pretty 
touchdown passes to freshman receiver 
Hunter Renfrow. Henry went over the 
100-yard mark with 7:41 to go in the 
second quarter. 

Each team missed 44-yard field goal 
attempts, including Clemson in the final 
seconds of the first half. Alabama defen- 
sive lineman D.J. Pettway got a hand on 
the attempt, causing it to fall short. 

Alabama safety Eddie Jackson, who 
intercepted Watson in the first half, was 
chosen the Defensive Player of the Game. 
Howard won the award for offense. 

NOTES: Next season’s national title 
game will be held at Raymond James 
Stadium in Tampa, Fla., on Jan. 9. The 
semifinals will be held in the Fiesta and 
Chick-fil-A bowls on Dec. 31. ... Clem- 
son DE Shaq Lawson, who sustained a 
sprained left MCL in the Orange Bowl, 
was in the starting lineup, playing with 
a brace on his knee. He had two sacks in 
the first half. ... Clemson CB Mackensie 
Alexander, who was nursing a hamstring 
injury, also started but left the game 
with 7:41 to go in the first half. He did 
not return. ... Alabama RB Derrick Henry 
scored a touchdown in his 20th consecu- 
tive game, an SEC record. Henry also 
passed Shaun Alexander (3,565 yards) as 
the school’s leading career rusher. ... For- 
mer Alabama Heisman-winning running 
back Mark Ingram was the Tide’s honor- 
ary captain for the game. Ex-Clemson 
running back C,J. Spiller had that role for 
the Tigers. ... A Pac-12 crew officiated the 
game. 
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Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 


7:55 UA - Derrick Henry 50 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 3-59 0:55, 
UA7- CUO 

5:18 CU - Hunter Renfrow 31 yd pass from Deshaun Watson 
(Greg Huegel kick), 6-54 2:29, UA 7 - CU7 

0:00 CU - Hunter Renfrow 11 yd pass from Deshaun Watson 
(Huegel kick), 7-73 2:17, UA 7 - CU 14 


Second Quarter 


9:35 UA - Derrick Henry 1 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 7-42 2:23, 
UA 14- CU 14 


Third Quarter 


12:53 UA - 0.J. Howard 53 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith kick), 
3-64 0:53, UA 21 - CU 14 

10:10 CU - Huegel 37 yd field goal, 9-55 2:43, UA 21 - CU 17 

4:48 CU - Gallman 1 yd run (Greg Huegel kick), 9-60 3:38, UA 21 - CU 24 


Fourth Quarter 


10:34 UA - Adam Griffith 33 yd field goal, 8-64 2:33, UA 24 - CU 24 
9:45 UA - 0.J. Howard 51 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith kick), 
2-50 0:49, UA 31 - CU 24 

7:47 CU - Greg Huegel 31 yd field goal, 6-61 1:58, UA 31 - CU 27 
7:31 UA - Kenyan Drake 95 yd kickoff return (Adam Griffith kick), 
UA 38 - CU 27 

4:40 CU - Artavis Scott 15 yd pass from Deshaun Watson 

(Deshaun Watson rush failed), 8-75 2:51, UA 38 - CU 33 

1:07 UA - Derrick Henry 1 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 8-75 3:33, 
UA 45 - CU 33 

0:12 CU - Jordan Leggett 24 yd pass from Deshaun Watson 

(Greg Huegel Huegel kick), 6-68 0:50, UA 45 - CU 40 
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Team Statistics 


UA cu 
FIRST DOWNS 18 31 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 46-138 38-145 
PASSING YDS (NET) 335 405 
Passes Att-Comp-Int 25-16-0 47-30-1 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 71-473 85-550 


Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 


Punt Returns-Yards 1-12 2-22 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 5-196 3-68 
Interception Returns-Yards 1-0 0-0 
Punts (Number-Avg) 7-42.4 6-44.2 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-0 
Penalties-Yards 2-21 4-27 
Possession Time 30:31 29:29 
Third-Down Conversions 9 of 18 6 of 14 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 0 0 of 0 


Red-Zone Scores-Chances 3-3 5-5 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 


Individual Statistics 
ii iS = ay 


Alabama No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg. 
Derrick Henry 36 167 9 158 3. 50 4.4 
Kenyan Drake 1 1 0 1 0 1 1.0 
TEAM 1 0 1 -1 0 O- -1.0 
Jake Coker 8 TIL Sth S20 OPRLS -2.5 
Clemson No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg. 
Deshaun Watson 20 93 20 73 0 20 KE 
Wayne Gallman 14| 56 10 45 Ty 34 3.2 
Artavis Scott 2 13 9G 19 0 10 9.5 
Zac Brooks 1 AO 4 0 4 4.0 
Ray-Ray McCloud 1 4 0 4 0 4.0 
Alabama Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Jake Coker 16-25-0 335; 2 63 5 
Clemson Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Deshaun Watson 30-47-1 405 4 39 2 


Receiving 


Alabama No. Yds TD Lg 
Calvin Ridley 6 14 0 9 
0.J. Howard 5 208 2 63 
ArDarius Stewart 2 63 0 38 
Kenyan Drake 2 21 0 7 
Richard Mullaney 1 29 0 29 
Clemson No Yds TD Lg 
Hunter Renfrow 7 88 2 31 
Charone Peake 6 99 0 28 
Jordan Leggett 5 78 1 24 
Zac Brooks 4 39 0 22 
Artavis Scott 4 33 1 15 
Wayne Gallman 3 61 0 39 
Ray-Ray McCloud 1 7 0 7 


4 Offensive MVP 
Junior 0.J. Howard made big 
play after big play in the Crim- 
son Tide’s thrilling win over the 
Tigers. Howard hauled in five 
catches for a game-high 208 
yards. He averaged 41.6 yards 
per reception and scored on 
touchdown grabs of 53 and 51 
yards. His 63-yard catch and 
run led to Alabama’s final score 
of the night, which wrapped 
up the 16th national title in 
Crimson Tide history. 


Defensive MVP 

Junior Eddie Jackson was 
named the Defensive Player of 
the Game after he racked up 
three tackles and a key inter- 
ception. His pick of Deshaun 
Watson early in the second 
quarter, with Clemson up 14- 
7, swung momentum back to 
the side of Alabama and the 
Tide scored seven plays later 


to tie the game at 14 all. 
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Saban 


More championship rings than fingers — Greatest Bama coach ever? 


by Cary Estes | Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


ick Saban can no longer wear at 
the same time all the national 
and conference champion- 
ship rings he has accumulated as a head 
coach. Alabama’s victory over Florida in 
the SEC Championship Game gave Saban 
11 pieces of championship jewelry: four 
national, six SEC and one MAC 
title from his lone year at Toledo back 
in 1990. Then, the Crimson Tide won 
another national title. 

This season marked the eighth 
consecutive time that Saban led the 
Crimson Tide to at least 10 victories, 
with Alabama winning 12 or more games 
in six of those years. Saban’s record 
during that span is 98-12, bringing his 
overall mark to 191-60-1. He is on pace 
to reach 200 career victories next season. 

Alabama fans have literally flipped 
their lids over Saban. At a college where 
it is still common to see people sporting 
replicas of Paul “Bear” Bryant's famous 
houndstooth hat, Saban’s straw Panama 
hat is now the premier fashion item of 
choice. 

This year's national championship is 
Saban's fifth overall, leaving him only 
one behind Bryant’s record of six titles. 
The conversation has already begun 
about whether Saban could go down as 
the greatest coach in college football his- 
tory. As far as Florida coach Jim McEI- 
wain is concerned, Saban already should 
be considered “the best ball coach in our 
era,” 

McElwain was an assistant at Alabama 
under Saban from 2008-2011. He said 
during that time he was impressed not 
only with Saban’s handling of the Xs 
and Os of the game, but also his ability 
to lead the entire Crimson Tide program 
and keep everybody focused on the same 


thing. 

“It’s the overall plan for the whole 
organization — not just the football 
specific — and how it all ties and how 
everybody has one common goal (with) 
no independent contractors,” McElwain 
said. “It doesn’t matter whether you're 
selling popcorn or calling plays, every- 
body has to be on the same page going 
in the same direction. That’s something 
he’s done an outstanding job of.” 

The result has been an amazing run 
of success, Consider that the two win- 
ningest coaches in major college football 
history — Bobby Bowden and Joe 
Paterno — combined to coach 89 
seasons, and they won a total of four 
national championships. Saban equaled 
that number over an eight-season span 
(not counting the two years he spent 
in the NFL before coming to Alabama). 

Saban also has accumulated more 
national titles than such famous coaches 
as Bud Wilkinson (Oklahoma), Tom 
Osborme (Nebraska), John McKay (USC), 
Barry Switzer (Oklahoma) Ara Parseghian 
(Notre Dame), Bob Devaney (Nebraska), 
Frank Royal (Texas), Woody Hayes (Ohio 
State), Pete Carroll (USC) and Urban 
Meyer (Florida and Ohio State). In ad- 
dition, Saban is only the second coach 
since the 1940s to lead a team to three 
national championships in four years 
(the other being Osborne from 1994-97). 

Of course, it is well known that the 
Saban way is not the easy way. Much like 
Bryant, Saban pushes his team as hard as 
possible, a stern style that can rub some 
players — and even assistant coaches — 
the wrong way. 

“Alabama is not for everybody. It’s not 
for the faint of heart at all,” Alabama 
senior offensive lineman Ryan Kelly said. 


“You have to really want to get 

better, want to be all about the team. 
Every person here was pretty much an 
All-American or the best in their high 
schoo] at some point. So it’s obviously 
a very competitive environment here, 
and Coach Saban thrives on that. 

“We are going to have talent every 
year. But it’s all about developing these 
guys and understanding the playbook, 
We have a pretty sophisticated defense, 
offense, special teams. And I think Coach 
Saban, it’s just a testament of what he’s 
been able to do here, to get everybody 
playing for the team and on the right 
page.” 

With eight consecutive seasons of 
double-digit victories and a fourth 
national championship, it would seem 
safe to call the Saban era at Alabama a 
dynasty. But you won’t hear that phrase 
come from the head coach himself. 
Saban’s football focus remains squarely 
on the moment, and not on past 
achievements or future possibilities, 
which is one of the reasons he has been 
so successful. 

“| don’t think words like ‘dynasty’ are 
really words I'm much interested in,” 
Saban said. “We're interested in accom- 
plishment and consistency in perfor- 
mance. And we want to continue to try 
to do that. 

“Yeah, I think it’s pretty special what 
we've accomplished. What the players 
accomplished, what the coaches accom- 
plished. I think it’s really special. And 
one of these days, when I'm sitting on 
the side of a hill watching the stream go 
by, I'll probably figure it out even more, 
But what about getting better for the 
next game or the next season? You've got 
to think about that, too.” 


Jake Coker 


Former Mobile star finally gets chance to shine 


by Matt Lowe | Photo by Avr Photos-USA TODAY Sports 


laying quarterback in college 
football isn’t easy. 

Not only is the competition 
fierce among teammates, but the pressure 
of producing at a high level, especially at 
Alabama, can be a lot for a player to take in. 
That pressure can be magnified to the high- 
est degree when a particular player is hyped 
up to be the team’s savior, as was the case 
for former FSU transfer Jake Coker. 

After redshirting his freshman season 
(2011) in Tallahassee following a stellar 
athletic career at St. Paul's Episcopal in 
Mobile, Ala., Coker backed up first round 
pick (Buffalo Bills) EJ Manuel in 2012, 
appearing in three games. 

The following year, he was once again 
the team’s backup after narrowly losing 
out on the starting job to Hueytown, 
Ala., native Jameis Winston, who won 
the Heisman Trophy and led the uber- 
talented Seminoles to the national title, 

But Coker injured his knee in Novem- 
ber of that year and missed the rest of 
the season, And with Winston firmly en- 
trenched as FSU’s starting QB, Coker de- 
cided it was in his best interest to transfer 
back to his home state of Alabama — and 
play for the Crimson Tide. 

Coker arrived in Tuscaloosa in the 
spring before the 2014 season. He was 
billed as the next big thing — literally 
and figuratively — by the media and his 
former position coach, Randy Sanders, 

a well-known QB coaching guru. 

“T've never had anybody with his size 
who throws it as well as he does,” Sanders 
said following his departure from FSU. 
“Jake has a really quick release with tre- 
mendous arm strength. Rarely does it not 
spiral or not go where he wants it to go.” 

Coker, all 6-5, 232-pounds of him, has 
the size NFL scouts covet. He also has 
a strong arm and good mobility for 


a player his size, so much so that his 
current teammates have given him 
nicknames like “Cam Cracker” and 
“Baby Roethlisberger” after NFL stars 
Cam Newton and Ben Roethlisberger. 

But despite being penciled in as Ala- 
bama’s starting quarterback by many in the 
media prior to the '14 campaign, including 
Lindy’s, Coker had to wait his turn once 
more while a member of the Crimson Tide 
due to the emergence of Blake Sims. 

Sims, who broke McCarron’s single- 
season passing record by throwing for 3,487 
yards and 28 touchdowns a season ago, was 
a fifth-year senior who was well-respected 
by his teammates. His play was also a big 
reason why Alabama won the SEC for the 
24th time in its storied history and played 
in the first-ever College Football Playoff. 

But 2015 was finally the year for Coker 
to shine ... and boy did he make the best of 
it in leading the Crimson Tide to a 14-1 re- 
cord and the SEC and CFP championships. 

In 15 games, Coker completed 263 of 
393 passes (66.9 percent) for 3,110 yards 
and 21 touchdowns with eight intercep- 
tions. And although his stats didn't show 
it, he was also an effective, and, at times, 
punishing runner. 

“| don’t like sliding,” he said. “I think 
it’s kinda crazy, especially when you get 
close and somebody gets close and you 
start sliding and they want to get one in 
on you. I don’t believe in sliding.” 

In Alabama's 41-23 win over Texas A&M, 
Coker’s legs, and willingness to deliver a 
blow, helped the Crimson Tide extend 
drives on multiple occasions. On his 
16-yard run on third-and-6 in the fourth 
quarter, Coker rocked Aggies’ defender Nick 
Harvey, which ignited the Bama sideline. 
That play also exemplified the kind of 
toughness Nick Saban’s team played with all 
season long on both sides of the ball. 


“I was rolling right and we were (try- 
ing) to throw the ball over there,” Coker 
said, “but they did a good job of kinda 
making it cloudy over there. And in that 
time of the game, I wasn’t going to take 
any chances, so I did what I could.” 

After leading Alabama to two huge 
Top-10 wins on the road at Georgia 
and Texas A&M, Coker saved one of his 
best performances for the home crowd 
against Tennessee. 

Shortly after Jalen Hurd gave the Vols 
a 14-13 lead with 5:49 to play, Coker 
guided the Crimson Tide on an eight- 
play, 71-yard game-winning scoring drive. 
And although Derrick Henry capped the 
scoring march with a 14-yard scoring run, 
Coker’s two big pass completions — on 
well-thrown balls — to ArDarius Stewart 
and Calvin Ridley on second and third and 
long, keyed the scoring march and helped 
Alabama to victory, all the while keeping 
the Tide’s hopes of a national title alive. 

“| thought Jake (Coker) did a fantastic 
job although he did not have really good 
protection a lot of the time,” Saban said. 
“| think the third down conversions, 
especially the two fade routes, were really 
good catches and really good throws.” 

In Alabama's 29-15 SEC Championship 
Game win over Florida, Coker played one 
of his best games of the year. The senior 
completed 18 of 26 passes for 204 yards 
and two touchdowns. He also added 23 
yards on the ground. 

Coker then helped Bama beat two of the 
nation’s finest quarterbacks in the College 
Football Playoff — Michigan State’s Con- 
nor Cook and Clemson’s Deshuan Watson 
— in leading Alabama to its 16th national 
championship in school history. 

It was a fitting ending for a player who 
showed so much patience, determination 
and resolve. 
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‘Derric 
Henry 


by Christopher Walsh | Photo by Tim Heitman-USA TODAY Sports 


eggie Ragland doesn’t have any 
’ sympathy for other defenses. 
Not when running back Derrick 
Henry gets going and has that look in his 
eye. It’s the one that says to keep giving 
him the ball, that he won’t be denied 
and can’t be stopped. 

Ragland’s seen that look a lot this 
season, like when the University of 
Alabama’s final 14 play-calls at Auburn 
were all one and the same, hand it off 
to No. 2. 

“Derrick wasn’t tired,” Ragland said. 
“Derrick kept running harder as the game 
kept going. That’s the type of guy he is, 
his mindset goes up when the competi- 
tion goes up. When it’s crunch time, it’s 
eating time. 

“That gets us on the sideline excited. 
You are on the sideline and Derrick gets 
going and coach just hands him the ball 
like that, ‘Oh yeah!’ Five yards. Six yards. 
Five yards. Ten yards. That makes guys 
get excited. We love that about him. 
That means he’s a workhorse and we love 
when he works.” 

Henry finished that record-setting 
night with 46 carries for 271 rushing 
yards and a touchdown as Alabama won 
its annual showdown with Auburn 29-13 
at Jordan-Hare Stadium. 

The carries were a single-game record 
for the Crimson Tide, while the yards 
were an Iron Bowl rushing record. He 
capped it off with his 22nd rushing 
touchdown of the season, another Ala- 
bama record, making it the 17th straight 
game in which Henry had reached the 
end zone. 

Moreover, even before the SEC Cham- 
pionship Game, he became the Crimson 
Tide’s all-time leader for rushing yards in 


a single season with 1,797, topping 
Trent Richardson’s 1,679 from 2011, and 
became a big favorite to win the Heisman 
Trophy. 

Mark Ingram Jr. had won the pro- 
gram’s first in 2009, but Henry became 
one of only three running backs in 
Southeastern Conference history with 
four games of 200 rushing yards or more 
in a season, joining Georgia’s Herschel 
Walker and Auburn’s Bo Jackson. 

“Tt was like watching Jack Morris pitch 
into extra innings,” said CBS announcer 
Gary Danielson while referring to Game 
7 of the 1991 World Series, when the ace 
threw 10 scoreless innings as the Minne- 
sota Twins beat the Atlanta Braves 1-0. 

Yet it was really nothing new to his 


Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


teammates. Henry started scaring them be- 
fore even taking the field for the first time. 

It was January 2013, and the super- 
prospect was an early enrollee. The hype 
surrounding Henry was nothing short of 
suffocating and reminiscent of what has 
been experienced by former wide receiver 
Julio Jones, another five-star prospect 
whom fans couldn’t wait to see playing 
on Saturdays. 

Despite being a running back Henry 
was listed as 6-3, 242 pounds, roughly 
Eddie George’s size when he won when 
the Heisman at Ohio State in 1995. He 
had also just broken Ken Hall’s 51-year- 
old national high school rushing record 
with 12,124 career yards after totaling 
4,261 as a senior in Yulee, Fla., and being 


named the National Player of the Year by 
the Maxwell Football Club, Parade Maga- 
zine, the Columbus (Ohio) Touchdown 
Club and MaxPreps. 

More than his size or statistics, it was 
Henry’s work ethic that really got the 
attention of his new comrades. 

“He's just a freak,” tight end O.J How- 
ard said at the time. “He’s my roommate 
and he scares me sometimes just walking 
around. 

“He’s a guy who works really hard. 

He gets up at night and does push-ups.” 

Pretty soon they'd see that same work 
ethic both in and out of the weight 
room, like when he’d push trucks around 
a track and flip monster-truck tires 
around over the summer. Henry never 
seemed to let up, not even during spring 
break, when he led teammates through 
some drills on the beach at Panama City. 

“[ just didn’t want to miss a beat. You 
know what I’m saying?” Henry said. 
“We were having fun, but I was like 
‘Hey we gotta get some work in.’ So we 
started doing push-ups running in the 
sand, just doing anything to get us in 
a sweat to make us feel good and that’s 
what we did. 

“] just love working hard. I feel like 
hard work, if you want things to happen 
you gotta work hard for them.” 

That drive and determination is some- 
thing that hasn’t wavered as Henry has 
gone from being the guy just beginning 
to figure out what playing at this level 
entailed to the featured running back on 
a perennial national contender. 

It didn’t happen overnight, though, 
as Henry concedes that he wasn’t quite 
ready for all that as a freshman, espe- 
cially the every-down responsibilities and 
doing all of the little things that hadn't 
previously been required of him. He’s im- 
proved in those areas, like stonewalling 
blitzers and blocking assignments. 

“He has a real burning desire to be a 
really, really good player and works really 
hard at it,” said Nick Saban, who now 
has a tough time pulling Henry after he 
starts punishing defenses in the second 
half — when no one wants anything to 
do with the fast-moving guy wearing a 
size 14 shoe who’s bigger than a lot of 


linebackers. 

“He’s got the endurance,” senor cen- 
ter Ryan Kelly said. “I mean, the guy can 
run for days. Defensive guys, when we 
start going fast in the third and fourth 
quarter, them getting off the ground, 
running back there, trying to get lined 
up, then you’ve got Derrick Henry run- 
ning at you and you have to tackle him, 
do it all over again, that kind of wears 


down defenders. 

“T can’t say for them, but a guy like 
his stature, his size, his speed, I wouldn’t 
want to do that every time. It would 
suck.” 

Ask LSU, when Henry had 210 rushing 
yards and Leonard Fournette only tallied 
31. Or Texas A&M (236). Or Mississippi 
State (204). Or Auburn ... 

“When you see a guy run — how 


many times, 46 times — and he could 
still play. Not slow down, not hurt at 
all,” senior quarterback Jake Coker said. 
“It’s like playing with the biggest guy on 
the playground, like ‘What are you going 
to do to stop this guy?’ It’s just about 
impossible. The guy is crazy.” 

“It’s awesome to have a guy like that 
in the backfield and know he’s on your 
side.” 
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ick Saban had it figured out 
early. 

“The defensive front is prob- 
ably the strength of the team right now,” 
the Alabama head coach said after the 
team’s first scrimmage in spring practice. 
“Those guys showed that a little bit today, 
made it difficult to run and created a lot 
of negative plays with batted balls and 
pressure on the quarterback, that type of 


thing.” 

In other words, his defensive line was 
already at midseason form even though 
spring drills were just getting under way. 

Saban likely suspected that could be the 
case not long after the Crimson Tide’s loss 
to Ohio State ended the 2014 season. 

After all, Bama’s defense had been 
among the nation’s best the previous year, 
the majority of the key players returned, 


and most of them were seniors or juniors. 

Alabama had ended the season ranked 
No. 4 in rushing defense, No. 6 in scoring 
defense and No. 12 in total defense. They 
started the spring as if there hadn’t been 
a layoff at all. 

In that first scrimmage, junior defensive 
linemen Dalvin Tomlinson and A’Shawn 
Robinson were already having their way 
with the Crimson Tide offense. Tomlin- 


son had four tackles, recovered a fumble 
and broke up a pass, Robinson made 
three tackles, had one tackle for loss and 


returned an interception for a touchdown. 


That duo only scratched the surface of 
what Alabama would be returning on the 
defensive front. They would be joined 
by seniors Jarran Reed, D.J. Pettway and 
Darren Lake, junior Jonathan Allen and 
sophomore Da’Shawn Hand. No team in 
the country could match that combina- 
tion of talent, experience and depth, 

And, three of those ... Lake, Pettway 
and Tomlinson ... had already been part 
of a national championship, All were 
members of the 2012 Tide team that 
won the national title with a victory over 
Notre Dame. 

The Tide trenchmen were excited and 
optimistic in the spring about their pros- 
pects for the upcoming campaign, 

“We're looking pretty good because 
we're all used to each other and we're all 
pushing each other trying to improve," 
Tomlinson said, “We're trying to spread 
around the experience that we do share 
together. 

“Competition is always hot for us 
because we like competition. That's how 
we are on the D-line, People come in and 
they just click with us and everything. 
We're all pretty close.” 

Allen played in all 14 games as a sopho- 
more in 2014, amassing 33 tackles, in- 
cluding 11.5 tackles for loss with 5.5 sacks 
for 30 yards in losses. He echoed Tomlin- 
son's thoughts about the D-line and the 
potential for the upcoming season. 

“Tt (the potential) is endless,” he said. 
“We're just trying to focus on getting 
better day in and day out. The success will 
come with the work ethic so that’s what 
we're focusing on.” 

He said that “having almost everyone 
back” should be a significant advantage in 
carrying over from the 2014 season, 

“It's like we haven't missed a beat,” he 
said. “It brings the defense together. We 
love playing with each other. We mesh 
really well. The chemistry on the defense 
is really good, The communication on the 
team is really good. I think that helps us 
a lot.” 

Allen and Tomlinson were right on 


target with their evaluation. The defensive 
line was one of the main reasons, if not 
the most important one, why Alabama 
won the College Football Playotf champi- 
onship. 


“They're the best defensive 
line in the country. It’s awe- 
some to go against them 
every day because it makes 
us better as an offensive line. 
They’re just massive guys. 
That’s one of the fun things 
about playing in the trench- 
es. Just go every day against 
those guys and knowing that 


somebody gets better.” 
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Depth, experience and versatility were 
keys to the D-line performance. 

“You know the defensive line played 
fairly well last year, I thought. We've got 
quite a few guys coming back,” Saban said 
before the 2015 season. “We have a good 
mix in terms of the diversity of types of 
players that we have — some guys are 
athletic and rush, while some guys are 
big and physical and can play inside. 

I feel like we have nine or 10 guys who 
can make a contribution. But, we need 
that entire group to improve.” 

They did make that improvement and 
it was felt by all areas of the team. 

The Tide's ground game, led by All- 
American junior running back Derrick 
Henry, was probably the most publicized 
reason for the 12-1 record and the SEC 
title. But, Bama’s senior center Ryan Kelly 
gives a lot of credit for that to the defen- 
sive line. 

“When you look back, look from a 
distance, those guys are huge,” he told 


Al.com during August drills, a few weeks 
before the season started against Wiscon- 
sin. “They're the best defensive line in 
the country. It’s awesome to go against 
them every day because it makes us better 
as an offensive line. They're just massive 
guys. That's one of the fun things about 
playing in the trenches. Just to go every 
day against those guys and know that 
somebody gets better.” 

Alabama's defensive front started strong 
from the outset of the season. 

Wisconsin, one of the nation’s tradi- 
tionally strong power running teams, 
picked up just 40 yards on 21 carries 
and had only 268 yards of total offense. 
Against the Badgers, Allen had two sacks 
for a loss of 15 yards, plus a pass breakup 
as the Tide won by 18 points. Bama then 
throttled an explosive Middle Tennessee 
offense and won 37-10. 

Next, there was a major pothole in 
the road toward the championship, That 
came when Ole Miss traveled to Bryant- 
Denny Stadium, gained 433 yards, scored 
43 points and handed the Tide its only 
regular season loss. 

Tt was a wake-up call for the Alabama 
defense, After that defeat, only one op- 
ponent (Texas A&M) scored more than 
16 points and only one (Mississippi State) 
had more than 393 yards of total offense. 

The defensive high point of the season 
came on Noy. 7 when No. 2 LSU came to 
Tuscaloosa, led by sophomore running 
back Leonard Fournette, who was the 
nation’s top rusher and the leading Heis- 
man Trophy candidate. Throughout the 
season, Fournette’s breakaway touchdown 
runs had been highlight reel postgame 
video. That night, Bama held him to 
just 19 carries, 31 yards rushing and one 
touchdown, 

Robinson, a 6-4, 312-pounder from Fort 
Worth, made his own statement against 
the Tigers. He had three unassisted tack- 
les, including two for loss (-3 yards), broke 
up a pass, and blocked an extra point 
attempt. On the kick block, he made his 
own highlight reel when he leaped over 
the LSU line, then jumped in front of the 
kick. 

People the size of Robinson aren't sup- 
posed to be able to do that. 


“That’s just A’Shawn,” Tide junior 
linebacker Ryan Anderson said. “He can 
do that kind of stuff. Most people don’t 
believe it, but he’s a freak. That’s what 
kind of stuff we’re used to seeing him 
do.” 

Opponents saw a lot of Robinson and 
his defensive teammates during the 2015 
season, as proven by the postseason 
awards and statistics. 

Robinson finished the regular season 
with 39 tackles, including seven for loss 
with three sacks, a fumble recovery and 
three passes broken up. He was named 
a finalist for the Outland Trophy, which 
is presented each season to the nation’s 
best interior lineman, on offense or 
defense. Robinson was the only defensive 
finalist this season. He would join Chris 
Samuels, Andre Smith and Barrett Jones 
as Crimson Tide players who have won 
the award. 

Reed, the senior from Goldsboro, N.C., 
led all defensive linemen during the 


regular season with SO tackles, including 
3.5 tackles for loss, two sacks and 


a fumble recovery. 

Allen, a Leesburg, Va., junior was the 
team leader in tackles for loss (11.5) and 
sacks (9). He also broke up four passes and 
forced two fumbles. 

Tomlinson, a junior from McDonough, 
Ga., along with seniors Pettway from 
Pensacola, Fla., and Lake from York, Ala., 
combined for 46 tackles, 5.5 sacks, two 
sacks and seven passes broken up. 

Hand, the former five-star signee 
from Woodbridge, Va., had four tackles 
for loss and 2.5 sacks in a reserve role 
as a sophomore. 

Understandably, the 2015 Alabama de- 
fense has been compared with other great 
Crimson Tide defenses from the past. 
Seasons most often mentioned are 1961, 
1992 and 2011. 

The 1961 team posted a perfect 11-0 
record and was extremely difficult to 
score against. During the season, op- 
ponents scored just 25 points on three 
touchdowns, two field goals and one 
extra point. Down the stretch, the 
Crimson Tide finished with five con- 


secutive shutouts. 

In 1992, the team went 13-0 and had 
two of the most dominant defensive 
ends ever on one team — John Cope- 
land and Eric Curry. Both were named 
All-Americans and each had 10.5 sacks. 
The season ended with its most dominant 
performance, a 34-13 beatdown of No. 1 
Miami and its Heisman Trophy winning 
quarterback Gino Toretta. 

The 2011 squad gave up only 8.8 
points per game and opponents scored 
a combined total of only 43 points in the 
first half all season. In a rematch against 
LSU, the Tide shut out the No. 1 ranked 
Tigers, 21-0. 

Of course, it’s difficult to compare 
teams from different eras, when there 
were different styles of play and different 
rules of the game. But there is one thing 
that’s common with all of those previous 
teams. 

All three of them were national cham- 
pions. 

And now, this Alabama team has added 
its name to that list. 
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“About the only thing I’d rather 
do than play basketball is hunt. 
There’s just nothing like 
enjoying the great outdoors 


with my friends and family. 
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Did You Know ... “Intense nationwide demand for youth firearms education 
and safety training is why the NRA works with groups like the Boy Scouts of 
America, American Legion, 4-H and FFA to develop shooting programs that 

reach more than one million young people annually.” 


To join call 1.877.NRA.2000 
or visit www.nra.org Wop A. j= +o 


Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President 
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Decision to return was the right one 


by Lyn Scarbrough | Photo by RD Moore 


t was a season to remember for 
Reggie Ragland. 

A recap of the 2015 campaign for 
the senior linebacker from Madison, Ala., 
becomes a list of honors and nominations. 

Finalist for the Chuck Bednarik Award 
as the top defensive player in the nation, 
Finalist for the Bronko Nagurski Trophy, 
given annually to the National Defensive 
Player of the Year. Finalist for the Butkus 
Award, which goes each year to the 
nation’s top linebacker. 

It was a season to remember. But, 
there was a real chance that the season 
wouldn't happen. 

Ragland could have entered the NFL 
Draft after the 2014 season and nobody 
would have blamed him. But, after the 
Crimson Tide's poor defensive perfor- 
mance against Ohio State to end the 
season, Ragland went in a different 
direction, 

“T've thought a lot about this decision 
and talked to my family, Coach Saban and 
everyone close to me,” he said in announc- 
ing his return for 2015. “One of the big 
factors for me and my family is earning my 
degree and I'm on track to graduate. You 
only form a brotherhood like this once and 
Llook forward to spending another season 
here with my teammates.” 

Ragland and his teammates made the 
most of the opportunity, winning the 
Southeastern Conference title, losing 
only one game, then winning the Col- 
lege Football Playoff championship. 

As a team, the Alabama defense fin- 
ished the regular season ranked second 
in total defense (264.6 ypg) and first in 
rushing defense (78.9 ypg). Ragland led 
the team in tackles with 90 ... impres- 
sively 32 more than any other Tide player. 
He had 6.5 tackles for loss, 2.5 sacks, five 
pass deflections, four quarterback hurries 


and two forced fumbles. And, he directed 
the defense which held one-time LSU 
Heisman Trophy frontrunner Leonard 
Fournette to just 31 yards on 19 carries, 
and limited the Tiger team to only 54 
rushing yards and 182 total yards. 

He was the heartbeat of the Alabama 
defense and he was determined to make 
opponents fear Tide defenders again. 

“Guys aren't scared to play us any- 
more,” he said during the summer. “It’s 
simple and that's a fact. Guys coming are 
excited to play us.” 

Early in the 2015 season, that changed. 
After Ole Miss torched Bama for 433 
yards and scored 43 points, no opponent 
came close to that again. Only one team 
(Texas A&M) scored over 16 points and 
only one (Mississippi State) gained more 
than 393 total yards. 

Guys coming in weren’t excited to play 
against the Alabama defense any more, 

At the end of the regular season, Rag- 
land’s career statistics included 210 total 
tackles, 17.5 tackles for loss, four sacks, 
eight pass breakups, four forced fumbles, 
three fumbles recovered and one inter- 
cepted pass. 

His name is in the discussion with 
other great linebackers in Crimson Tide 
history — C.J. Mosley, Woodrow Lowe, 
Lee Roy Jordan, Barry Krauss, Rolando 
McClain, Dont’a Hightower ... and the 
two most often put at the top of that list, 
Cornelius Bennett and Derrick Thomas. 

Bennett and Thomas, both named to 
the Alabama All-Century team, played to- 
gether for two seasons (1985-86). Wayne 
Atcheson was the Crimson Tide Sports 
Information Director from 1983-1987. 

“As a player, Cornelius was like a lion 
chasing down quarterbacks and running 
backs with his great speed, quickness 
and strength,” Atcheson said. “He played 


with no fear. 

“Derrick, like Cornelius, worked himself 
into the starting lineup as a freshman. 
Off the field, he was a free spirit. He was 
like that on the field, sometimes over 
aggressive and learned not to get so many 
pass interference penalties as a freshman 
running down speedy receivers, 

“Cornelius could run, was strong, 
determined, competitive, never got hurt 
... in other words, he was made to be 
a football player. He would have starred 
at several positions. And he was a fine 
leader, mostly as a player, the way that 
he practiced and performed on the field.” 

Bennett was named Alabama Player 
of the Decade; Thomas was selected 
Defensive Player of the Decade. Bennett 
was a three-time All-American; Thomas 
has school records for tackles for loss and 
single game sacks which have stood for 
27 years. 

Speedy, quick and strong. Aggressive, 
determined and competitive. 

Sounds a lot like Ragland, but it 
doesn’t stop there, 

“I’m so very proud of Reggie, not only for 
his outstanding career at Alabama, but also 
for being selected by his teammates , along 
with fellow linebacker Denzel Devall, to 
receive the 2015 Charlie Compton Award,” 
said Atcheson, who currently serves as 
director of the Billy Graham Library in 
Charlotte, N. C. “It's given through the Fel- 
lowship of Christian Athletes and Calvary 
Baptist Church for outstanding Christian 
leadership on the team,” 

It was a season to remember for Reg- 
gie Ragland, who made a difference on 
and off the field. He and his teammates 
claimed Alabama’s fourth national 
championship in the past seven seasons. 

His decision to return for his senior 
year was definitely the right one. 
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From Poland to Alabama’s record book, Griffith’s journey continues 


by Matt Lowe | Photo by RvR Photos-USA TODAY Sports 


dam Griffith's journey to being 
A: significant player on a champi- 

onship team has been an amaz- 
ing story to say the least. 

His name was Andrzej Debowski while 
growing up in four different orphanages in 
a poor part of Poland as a youth. He and 
his four brothers and two sisters, like many 
Kids in the city of Stargard Szczecinski, 
had little hope for prosperity, abandoned 
by their biological parents in a poverty 
stricken area along the Ina River. 

But when Andrzej was 13, he changed 
his name to Adam. And he got the last 
name, Griffith, from the parents that 
adopted him, Tom and Michelle. The 
Griffiths adopted Adam via an adoption 
agency’s website and brought him back to 
their home in Calhoun, Georgia. 

After he was enrolled at Calhoun 
Middle School, Griffith, who played soc- 
cer at the Dom Dzieka orphanage back in 
Poland, took up kicking. In fact, the first 
time he ever kicked a football he nailed 
a 35-yard field goal. 

But who knew that his first-ever kick 
in the small town of Calhoun would take 
Griffith to where he is now. 

“He had a gift, even at a young age,” 
Marc Feuerbach, a local kicking coach 
who met Adam as an eighth grader, his 
first year in organized football, told D.C. 
Reeves of TideSports.com in 2014. “He 
was just so far beyond his age in terms of 
raw talent, I don’t think he realized how 
good he was or how good he could be- 
come because it came so natural to him.” 

Griffith was a star at Calhoun High 
School. He kicked in four state title 
games and nailed the game-winning 
kick in the Class AA championship game 
his senior season, which propelled the 
Cougars to their first title in 59 years. 

He signed with Alabama shortly after. 

After redshirting in 2011 with the 
Crimson Tide, Griffith saw little action as 
a freshman backup (2012) to Cade Foster, 
connecting on 1 of 3 field goal attempts. 

But prior to the start of the 2013 


season, Griffith won the team’s starting 
place-kicking job and opened the season 
making his first seven field goal attempts 
before nagging injuries affected his 
accuracy down the stretch (5 of 11 

to conclude the season). 

Although he didn’t make it public that 
he’d been dealing with a stress fracture 
in his back — along with back spasms 
— until before the team’s showdown 
with Oklahoma in the 2014 Sugar Bowl, 
the sophomore took a lot of flak from 
Alabama fans for his inconsistent perfor- 
mance. That was magnified in the Iron 
Bowl when his 57-yard field goal fell into 
the arms of Auburn defensive back/kick 
returner Chris Davis, who returned it 109 
yards for the game-winning score in the 
famed “Kick Six” play. 

But Griffith, and Alabama, would get 
redemption on Auburn in the same place 
the Crimson Tide missed out on an SEC 
title and a possible national title berth 
two years before. And Griffith was a big 
part of that happening. 

After a solid but unspectacular season 
(12 of 19 field goals made) in 2013, 
Griffith’s junior campaign got off to a 
rocky start. In Bama’s first two games 
against Wisconsin and Middle Tennessee, 
he went 0 for 4 on field goal attempts 
— 0 for 2 inside 40 yards — to open the 
season, but No. 99 continued work hon- 
ing his craft. 

He went 4-for-4 in field goal tries 
against Ole Miss, Louisiana-Monroe and 
Georgia, before connecting on 2 of 4 in 
a 27-14 win over Arkansas. 

But something seemed to change with 
Griffith's performance following the two 
mishaps against the Razorbacks after Ala- 
bama throttled Texas A&M 41-23 on the 
road to re-emerge as the SEC West's best 
team. The veteran kicker, who had been 
through so much in his life as a youngster, 
and as a football player in the best program 
in America, began to settle into a groove. 

After hitting two short field goals in 
a 19-13 win over Tennessee, Griffith 


earned his first SEC Special Teams Player 
of the Week award of the season after 
he connected on 3 of 3 field goal 
attempts, including a 55-yarder, in a 
30-16 win over LSU. The 55-yarder was 
a personal best and tied Ryan Pflugner 
for the second-longest field goal made 
in Crimson Tide history. 

In the Iron Bow] against Alabama’s 
most heated rival, Auburn, Griffith went 
5 for 5 on field goal attempts, including 
three made from 40 yards or more, to be- 
came the first Crimson Tide player in his- 
tory to make five field goals in the Iron 
Bowl. He also nailed two extra points to 
account for 17 total points scored by a 
kicker, the second-most in a single game 
in the school’s storied history. 

“He went 5-for-5 and it kept us in the 
game the entire time,” starting center 
Ryan Kelly said. “1 know if you ask every- 
body on this team, you couldn't be more 
proud of that guy; just the resiliency 
that he showed, especially when things 
weren't really going great.” 

Griffith's five field goals were the 
most by an Alabama kicker since Jeremy 
Shelley accounted for the same amount 
in the 21-0 2012 Allstate BCS National 
Championship Game win over LSU. 

“Adam Griffith did a great job today, 
hitting on four field goals and a long 
one,” Nick Saban said. 

Ironically, on his 50-yarder right before 
the first half, the Tigers put a man in the 
end zone just in case the kick fell short 
—ala the 2013 Iron Bowl — but Griffith 
admitted after the game that he was 
never aware of the player. 

“T wasn’t thinking about that," Griffith 
said. “] didn't even look at the guy. 

I didn't even know he was there.” 

Griffith’s performance against Auburn 
was a highlight of Alabama's season no 
doubt. But the former Polish orphan’s 
journey from where he was just a decade 
ago to where he is now is one of the 
more remarkable stories in college foot- 
bail this year ... and arguably ever. 


Game 1 


September 5, 2015 


Alabama 35 
Wisconsin 17 


No. 3 Alabama used a 
powerful rushing attack, 
led by Derrick Henry 
and Kenyan Drake, 
and a stingy defensive 
effort to down No. 20 
Wisconsin and move 
to 1-0 on the season. 
Henry rushed for 147 
o yards and three scores, 
wile Drake ad oo) Ue 


start for the Grimson 
_ Tide, completed 15 of 21 
~ passes for 213 yards and 


a touchdown. Alabama’s 
defense limited 
Wisconsin’s potent 


ground attack to just 40 


yards. 
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Game 2 


September 12, 2015 


Middle Tenn. 10 
Alabama 37 


Jake Coker and 

Cooper Bateman threw 
touchdown passes 

and Derrick Henry 

and Kenyan Drake 
combined for four scores 
(Henry three rushing; 
Drake one receiving) 

to pace Alabama (2-0) 

to a 27-point win over 
Middle Tennessee. 
Robert Foster’s 19-yard 

) scoring receptionin,the 
Mtirst quarter extended 
Alabama's scoring % 
streak to 185 games, the 
s longest streak in school 
history. Reggie Ragland 
led Bama in tackles with 
7.5. 


Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 
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Game 3 


September 19, 2015 


Ole Miss 43 
Alabama 37 


Five turnovers and 

a few timely breaks 
sparked Ole Miss to 

a six-point upset of 
second-rankedAlabama 
(2-1, O-1,SEC), Cooper 
Bateman Started the 
Game at quarterback for 
Alabama and completed 
11 of 14 passes for 87 
yards. Jake Coker led 

a furious second half 
rally by throwing three 
TD passes and rushing 
for another in relief of 
Bateman. He finished 
With 201 yards passing 
and 58 yards rushing. 


Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


Game 4 


September 26, 2015 


Alabama (3-1, 0-1 SEC) 
rebounded from its first 
loss of the season with 
a dominant win over 
Louisiana-Monroe. Jake 
Coker threw touchdown 
passes to ArDarius 
Stewart, Calvin Ridley 
and tight end Michael 
Nysewander to pace 
Alabama’s air attack. 
Kenyan Drake and 
Derrick Henry combined 
for 117 yards and a score 
on the ground. Bama’s 


defense limited the 


Warhawks to 92 total Bi 
yards. e 


Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 
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Game 5 


f October 3, 2015 


Alabama 38 
Georgia 10 


{ Not even a steady 

. rain could.stop No. 13 
Alabama (4-1, 1-1 SEC) 
when it met No. 8 
Georgia in Athens. 
Sparked by Derrick 
Henry's 148 yards 
rushing, and a score, 
Jake Coker’s passing. : 


of 


and rushing scop 


a blocked kick for 
a TD and a 50-yard 
interception return for 

a score, the Crimson Tide 
rolled to a dominating 


28-point win. 


Photo by Dale Zanine-USA TODAY Sports 


Game 6 


October 10, 2015 


Arkansas 14 fe 
Alabama 27 be 
No. 8 Alabama (5-1, 

2-1 SEC) continued its 
climb back to the top of 

" the polls by autlasting 
Arkansas in a physical 
contest in Tuscaloosa. 
Jake Coker fired two 
touchdown passes — 

an 81-yarder to Calvin 
Ridley and a 3-yarder to | 
Richard Mullaney = and 
Derrick Henry added 95 
yards and a score on the 
ground. Defensively, the 
Crimson Tide limited 
the vaunted Arkansas 
running game to just 

44 yards. Reggie 
Ragland had eight 
tackles, a sack, a pass 
breakup, two QB hurries 
and a forced fumble. 
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Game 7 


October 17, 2015 


Alabama 41 a 
Texas A&M ac ; 


Alabama (6-1, 3-1 SEC) 
used three pick-sixes 
and another big day 
from Derrick Henry to 
knock off its second 


Top-10 opponent on 
the road in an 18-point 
win over Texas A&M. 
Freshman corner 
Minkah Fitzpatrick had 
interception returns of 
33 and 55 yards, while 


Henry had 236 yards and 
two touchdowns rushing. 


Photo by Troy Taormina-USA TODAY Sports 


Game 8 
October 24, 2015 


Tennessee 14 
Alabama 19 


Shortly after tailback 
Jalen Hurd gave 
Tennessee a one-point 
lead with less than six 
minutes to go in the 
game, Jake Coker led 
Alabama on a 71-yard 
game-winning scoring 
drive that was capped 
by Derrick Henry’s 14- 
yard run with 2:24 left in 
regulation. The Crimson 
Tide would seal the 
game when A’Shawn 
Robinson recovered 

a fumble following 

a Ryan Anderson hit 
on Tennessee QB Josh 
Dobbs. The win moved 
Bama to 7-1 and 4-1 in 
the SEC. 
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Game 9 


November 7, 2015 


LSU 16 
Alabama 30 


On the strength ofa 
stifling defensive effort 
and a huge rushing 
performance from 
Derrick Henry, No. 7 
Alabama (8-1, 5-1 SEC) 
rolled to a 14-point win 
over LSU. Heisman 
hopeful Leonard 
Fournette, who entered 
the game as the nation’s 
leading rusher, was held 
to just 31 yards and 

a score on 19 carries. 
The Tigers were also 
limited to just 128’ yards 
passing. Henry entered 
the Heisman race by 
rushing for 210 yards 
and three scores against 
the nation’s sixth-best 


run defense. 


Photo by John David Mercer-USA TODAY Sports 


Game 10 


November 14, 2015 


Alabama 31 
Mississippi St. 6 


“= So much for a letdown! 
Behind another big day 
on the ground by Derrick 
Henry (202 yards and 
two scores) and a key 


by Cyrus Jones, Alabama 
(9-1, 6-1 SEC) cruised | 
to a 25-point win over 
Mississippi State. Calvin 
Ridley added a 60-yard 


scoring reception in the 


punt return for a score dt 


win. Adam Griffith made 
a key 42-yard field goal © 
early in the second half 
to extend Alabama’s lead 
to 24-3. The road victory 
improved Nick Saban’s 
SEC road record to 41-14 
during his time at el: 
and Alabama. 
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Game. 


November 21, 2015 


The second-ranked 
Crimson Tide jumped out 
to a 28-0 first quarter 
lead and never looked 
back in steamrolling 
Charleston Southern. 

Bo Scarbrough led the 
Crimson Tide with 69 
yards and a score/on the 
ground. Derrick Henry 
had 68 yards rushing - 
and two TDs; Cyrus 
Jones had twe punt 
returns for scores. Jake 
Coker passed for 155 
yards and two scores in 
limited action. 
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SPS 


@ 


- 

by 
\ 

GTS 


2015 


IRON BOWL 


November 28,2015 / 29-13 / Jordan-Hare Stadium / 87,451 


unning back Derrick Henry 
Res for a career-high 271 yards 

on a school-record 46 carries and 
scored a last minute touchdown as No. 2 
Alabama won the SEC West Division 
title with a 29-13 victory over in-state 
archrival Auburn in the Iron Bowl played 
in Jordan-Hare Stadium. 

In a game that was much more hard 
fought and competitive than many fans 
and experts had predicted, the Crimson 
Tide needed the junior running back to 
put the game on his shoulders and he 
did just that, while strengthening his 
case as a Heisman Trophy contender. 

Ironically, Henry tied two former Heis- 
man winners — Auburn’s Bo Jackson and 
Georgia’s Herschel Walker — by earning 
his fourth 200-yard rushing game during 
a single season. It was the fourth time in 


. 


4 


ro 


the last five SEC match-ups for Henry 
to top the 200-yard mark. 

The win finalized the teams for the 
Southeastern Conference Championship 
Game at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta, 
where the Crimson Tide would face the 
Florida Gators, winners of the East Divi- 
sion. 

Henry was not alone on the list of Tide 
heroes for the game. 

While Alabama had a significant 
advantage in time of possession, the of- 
fense had trouble finding the end zone 
against a stubborn Auburn defense. 

Enter Adam Griffith to save the day. 

The junior placekicker was success- 
ful on all five of his field goal attempts, 
including three over 40 yards. The five 
three-pointers was a career high and tied 
the all-time Iron Bowl record, which had 


pe 


75 
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been set by Auburn's Daniel Carlson in 
the 2014 shootout in Bryant-Denney 
Stadium in Tuscaloosa. 

“It was huge,” senior center Ryan Kelly 
said of Griffith’s performance. “He kept 
us in the game the entire time. If you ask 
everybody on this team, you couldn't be 
more proud of that guy.” 

Fittingly, neither team could produce 
a first half touchdown. Alabama led, 
12-6, as Griffith kicked four field goals 
and Carlson kicked a pair. 

Senior quarterback Jake Coker added 
his name to the hero list as he completed 
17 of 26 passes for 179 yards. The offense 
was successful on only five of 16 third 
down conversion tries, but Coker did 
come through several times, escaping 
heavy pass rushes to scramble for yardage 
or complete a key pass. None was more 
important than midway through the 
third quarter with the Tide still nursing 
the 12-6 lead. 

After a penalty against Auburn gave the 
Tide a first down at the Tiger 40-yard line, 
Coker hit Calvin Ridley with a six-yard 
completion. On the next play, two Au- 
burn defenders appeared ready to tackle 
Coker for a sizable loss, but he somehow 
avoided the sack and heaved a 34-yard 
scoring pass to ArDarius Stewart. After 
Griffith’s extra point, the Tide had its first 
comfortable lead of the game at 19-6. 

That only lasted 47 seconds. Three 
plays after the Alabama touchdown 
Auburn faced third-and-12 at its own 
23-yard line. Quarterback Jeremy Johnson 
threw long to freshman receiver Jason 
Smith, who tipped the ball to himself 
twice and ran it in for the score. Suddenly, 
the margin was only six points again. The 
play was similar to a touchdown scored 
against Georgia in 2013 when Auburn 
receiver Ricardo Louis ran in a tipped pass 
for a score to defeat the Bulldogs. 

The 19-13 margin lasted until about 
10 minutes left in the game. 

After the teams swapped punts, 
Alabama started at its own 19-yard line. 
Three runs by Henry moved the ball to 
the Bama 35-yard line. At that point, 
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Auburn was flagged for a personal 

foul hit out of bounds, then called for 
unsportsmanlike conduct when coaches 
protested. That moved the ball to the 
Tiger 34-yard line. Two Henry runs and 
a short pass completion netted only five 
yards, so Griffith kicked his fifth field 
goal of the game, this one from 47 yards, 
giving the Tide a 22-13 lead, moving the 
score above a one-possession margin. 

After only one first down, Auburn had 
to punt the ball back to Alabama and 
from there, Henry took over. 

Alabama had two more offensive pos- 
sessions in the game, running 14 more 
plays. Every one of those was a hand-off 
to Henry, who gained 95 more rushing 
yards in the process. 

“He's the go-to guy,” Crimson Tide 
head coach Nick Saban said. “He didn’t 
want to come out. He wanted to go.” 

And go, he did. When the team 
needed him the most in order to win 
a tight game, he was up to the task. 

After the game, Saban praised his star 
runner and explained his role in the 
team’s success. 

“There have been a lot of great players 
to play at Alabama and a lot of good 
running backs,” he said. “I don’t know 
if they all got as many opportunities as 
he (Henry) got when they played. We've 
had some really good running backs 
here, first- and second-round draft picks, 
guys that are playing well in the NFL. 

“But what Derrick has done for this 
team, because this team needs him to do 
what he does, I would say he’s made as 
significant an impact on his team as any 
player that we've ever had.” 

Most people had expected the Crim- 
son Tide to comfortably exceed the 
14-point betting line for the game, but 
the head coach wasn’t one of those. 

“This was a tough game today, a really 
tough game today, and we expected it to 
be a tough game,” he said in the postgame 
interview. “I’ve got to give the Auburn 
players a lot of credit. They played hard. 

It was really a battle. Fortunately, we were 
able to control the ball pretty well when 
we needed to at the end of the game.” 

The head coach then turned his 
thoughts to the SEC Championship Game 
match-up with Florida a week away. 

“To have the opportunity to play for 
the SEC Championship against a good 
Florida team is certainly an opportunity 
that this team deserves and has worked 
hard for,” he said. “It will certainly be 
a challenge for us, but I can’t tell you 
how proud I am of our team.” 


; : UA AU 
First Quarter FIRST DOWNS 24 12 


11:28 UA — Adam Griffith 26 yd field goal, 8-48 2:59, UA 3 - AUO RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 50-286 37-91 
7:35 AU — Daniel Carlson 24 yd field goal, 9-68 3:53, UA 3 - AU3 PASSING YDS (NET) 179 169 
1:49 AU — Daniel Carlson 44 yd field goal, 7-22 3:23, UA 3 - AU6 Passes Att-Comp-Int 26-17-0 23-10-0 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 76-465 60-260 

Second Quarter Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
11:47 UA — Adam Griffith 40 yd field goal, 14-67 4:51, UA 6 - AU6 Punt Returns-Yards 1-3 1-21 
6:58 UA — Adam Griffith 26 yd field goal, 6-55 2:21, UA9 - AU6 Kickoff Returns-Yards 2-40 1-26 
0:24 UA — Adam Griffith 50 yd field goal, 6-35 1:00, UA 12 - AU 6 Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
Punts (Number-Avg) 3-48.3 5-40.4 

Third Quarter Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-1 

; nd Penalties-Yards 7-65 8-62 

5:14 UA — ArDarius Stewart 34 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith Possession Time 35:23 24:37 
Kick), 9-85 4:47, UA 19 - AU 6 Third-Down Conversions 5 of 16 3 of 15 
4:27 AU — Jason Smith 77 yd pass from Jeremy Johnson Fourth-Down Conversions 1 of 2 1 of 2 
(Daniel Carlson kick), 3-75 0:47, UA 19 - AU 13 Fast thaw Seorba-Cherkas 9-9 ‘1 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 3-32 0-0 


Fourth Quarter 


10:04 UA — Adam Griffith 47 yd field goal, 8-52 3:39, UA 22 - AU 13 
0:26 UA — Derrick Henry 25 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 4-34 1:47, 
UA 29 - AU 13 


Alabama No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg. 
Derrick Henry 46 279 8 271 1 30 5.9 
Jake Coker 3 13: ot 13 0 7 43 
Damien Harris 1 Z «9 2 0 2 2.0 
Auburn No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
Jovon Robinson 14 §3 2 51 0 3 3.6 
Peyton Barber 8 29 +O 29 0 8 3.6 
Ricardo Louis 4 25 «6 19 0 14 4.8 
Kerryon Johnson 3 Tie eat, if. 03 2.3 
Jason Smith 2 3.0(O0 3 0 2 15 
Jeremy Johnson 6 14 32 -18 0 8 -3.0 


Alabama Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Jake Coker 17-26-0 179 1 46 0 
Auburn Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Jeremy Johnson 10-23-0 169 1 77 3 
Alabama No. Yds TD Lg 
ArDarius Stewart 8 81 1 34 
Calvin Ridley 6 90 0 46 
Richard Mullaney 2 4 0 5 
Damien Harris 1 4 0 4 
Auburn No. Yds TD Lg 
Jason Smith 2 82 1 77 
Peyton Barber 2 31 0 28 
Melvin Ray 2 5 0 8 
Ricardo Louis 1 24 0 24 
Jovon Robinson 1 20 0 20 
Marcus Davis 1 4 0 4 

1 3 0 3 


Jake Coker Tony Stevens 
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December 5,2015 / 29-15 / Georgia Dome / 75,320 


errick Henry enhanced his 

Heisman Trophy candidacy and 

Alabama claimed its spot in the 
College Football Playoff as the SEC’s first 
back-to-back champion in 17 years. 

Henry rushed for 189 yards and a 
touchdown on 44 carries while passing 
former Georgia great Herschel Walker’s 
SEC season yardage record as No. 2 
Alabama defeated Florida 29-15 in 
the title game at the Georgia Dome. 

The Crimson Tide (12-1) held Florida 
(10-3) to three first downs through three 
quarters and finished with 24 first downs 
to seven for the Gators, while totaling 
437 yards. 
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Quarterback Jake Coker threw two 
touchdown passes for Alabama and 
Henry scored a touchdown for the 18th 
consecutive game while winning the 
game’s MVP award. 

Henry, a 242-pound junior, had 1,986 
rushing yards and 23 touchdowns for the 
season. Walker gained 1,891 yards in 1981 
— the year before he won the Heisman 
Trophy. 

“He's had a phenomenal season and 
he deserves every accolade that anyone 
could ever throw his way,” Alabama 
coach Nick Saban said of Henry. 

“My main focus is on finishing and 
helping this team win,” said Henry, who 


had 25 carries for 121 yards in the second 
half. “I’m going to do whatever it takes.” 

It was Alabama’s 10th straight victory, 
giving Saban six wins in the SEC title 
game — one more than former Florida 
coach Steve Spurrier. 

Alabama committed five turnovers in 
a 43-37 home loss to Mississippi on Sept. 
19, but rebounded to win the West Divi- 
sion and came in as a 17.5-point favorite 
over surprise East winner Florida. 

“| think this team has competed with 
tremendous character since the Ole Miss 
game,” Saban said. “There’s no team that 
I’ve ever coached that I wanted to win 
a championship more than this bunch 


aa 
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and I’m so proud of them.” 

Florida, which needed a safety last 
week against Florida State to avoid its 
first shutout since 1988, took a 7-2 lead 
early in the second quarter on the lon- 
gest punt return in SEC Championship 
Game history. 

J.K. Scott’s booming kick traveled 59 
yards, but Antonio Callaway caught it 
on the move and sped up the middle 85 
yards untouched through the Alabama 
coverage team. 

From there, it was all Alabama. 

“They took our offense out of it,” said 
Florida coach Jim McElwain, whose team 
had 15 yards rushing and was 0 of 11 on 
third down. 

The Crimson Tide's offense started 
slowly, but Adam Griffith kicked a 
28-yard field goal and Henry bulled in 
from the 2-yard line after a 55-yard pass 
from Coker to Calvin Ridley for a 12-7 
halftime lead. 

Alabama’s only points until then had 
come on a blocked punt by Keith Hol- 
combe that went out of the back of the 
end zone for a safety. 

The Crimson Tide also blocked 
a 40-yard field goal attempt in the first 
quarter, with D.J. Pettway getting a hand 
on Austin Hardin’s kick. 

Florida gained just a single net yard 
from scrimmage on 10 second-quarter 
plays and got off only five plays in the 
third quarter as Alabama took charge. 

Alabama, which had the ball for more 
than 43 minutes, got a 30-yard field goal 
by Griffith and then a 32-yard touch- 
down pass from Coker to ArDarius Stew- 
art that capped an 81-yard drive. 

Coker, who completed 18 of 26 passes 
for 204 yards, connected with Richard 
Mullaney from 9 yards out early in the 
fourth quarter to pad the lead. 

Florida made the score look a little 
more respectable on a 49-yard touch- 
down pass from quarterback Treon Harris 
to C.J. Worton with five minutes remain- 
ing. 

Harris was sacked five times and 
completed only 9 of 24 passes, with an 
interception. 

“| don’t think there were a lot of 
people around the country that thought 
we would be playing in this football 
game,” said McElwain, who was hired 


from Colorado State after the Gators won 
just 11 games in Will Muschamp’s final 
two seasons. “We're a program on the 
rise. ... These guys built a great founda- 
tion for the future.” 

NOTES: The last school to win con- 
secutive SEC titles was Tennessee, in 
1997 and 1998. ... Alabama RB Derrick 
Henry is the first player to have back-to- 
back 100-yard rushing games in the SEC 
Championship Game. He had 148 yards 
last year against Missouri. ... A team from 
the SEC East hasn’t won the title since 
2008, when Florida defeated Alabama be- 
hind Tim Tebow. ... Alabama and Florida 
have met eight times in the 24-year 
history of the SEC title game, each win- 
ning four times. ... McElwain, a former 
Alabama assistant, was the third coach 
to make the SEC Championship Game 
in his first year, joining Les Miles of LSU 
in 2005 and Gus Malzahn of Auburn 
in 2013. ... The Gators were the biggest 
underdogs in the SEC title game since 
Florida was favored by 24 over Arkansas 
in 1995. The Gators won that game 34-3. 
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First Quarter UF UA 
FIRST DOWNS 7 25 


9:05 UA - TEAM safety, , UF 0 - UA 2 RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 21-15 58-233 
PASSING YDS (NET) 165 204 
Second Quarter Passes Att-Comp-Int 24-9-1 26-18-0 
11:53 UF - Antonio Callaway 85 yd punt return (N. Macinnes kick), UF 7-UA2 TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 45-180 84-437 
5:45 UA - Adam Griffith 28 yd field goal, 14-64 6:08, UF 7 - UA5 Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
2:26 UA - Derrick Henry 2 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 3-58 1:02, Punt Returns-Yards 3-84 8-45 
UF 7 -UA12 Kickoff Returns-Yards 2-44 2-46 
Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 1--1 
Third Quarter Punts (Number-Avg) 9-46.0 6-51.2 

Fi = ef 3 
08:04 UA - Adam Griffith 30 yd field goal, 12-65 6:49, UF 7 - UA 15 unTined Lost 10 a 
; a Penalties-Yards 5-51 5-35 

2:49 UA - ArDarius Stewart 32 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith Se ok : ; 

kick). 10-81 4:47, UE 7 - UA 22 Possession Time 16:31 43:29 
) es Third-Down Conversions Oof11 7 of 17 
Four uarter Fourth-Down Conversions Oof1 1 of 1 
urth Q Red-Zone Scores-Chances 0-0 4-6 
8:50 UA - Richard Mullaney 9 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith Sacks By: Number-Yards 9-17 5-36 


kick), 9-57 4:26, UF 7 - UA 29 
5:02 UF - C.J. Worton 46 yd pass from Treon Harris (Treon Harris rush), 
3-81 0:59, UF 15 - UA 29 


Florida No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg. 
Jordan Cronkrite Z 8 0 8 0 8 4.0 
Kelvin Taylor 7 10ja 42 8 0 x 1.1 

Jordan Scarlett ‘| 3s. 0 3 0 3 3.0 
Treon Harris 11 36 40 -4 Opes -0.4 
Alabama No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
Derrick Henry 44 195 6 189 1 21 4.3 
Jake Coker 8 44 21 23 0 17 2.9 
Kenyan Drake 4 14 #0 14 0 7 a5 
ArDarius Stewart 1 Ly ti) 5 0 5 5.0 
Calvin Ridley 1 2 0 2 0 2 2.0 


Florida Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Treon Harris 9-24-1 165 1 46 5 
Alabama Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Jake Coker 18-26-0 204 «2 55 2 
Receiving 
Florida No. Yds TD Lg 
Jake McGee 3 43 0 18 
Valdez Showers 2 22 0 18 
C.J. Worton 1 46 1 46 
Antonio Callaway 1 46 0 46 
DeAndre Goolsby 1 15 0 15 
Treon Harris 1 7 0 0 
Alabama No. Yds TD Lg 
Calvin Ridley 8 102 0 55 
ArDarius Stewart 4 64 1 32 
Richard Mullaney 3 22 1 9 
Kenyan Drake 3 16 0 9 
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December 31,2015 / 38-0 / AT&T Stadium / 82,812 


labama coach Nick Saban admit- 
ted his team didn’t have the 
right mindset last season when 


it faced Ohio State in the first College 
Football Playoff semifinal. 

The Crimson Tide weren’t about to let 
that happen again. 

“The focus we had for this game is 
completely different from what they had 
before, and it paid off for them,” Saban 
said. 

The No, 2 Tide convincingly punched 
their ticket to the College Football 
Playoff national championship game by 
dismantling No. 3 Michigan State, 38-0, 
on New Year's Eve in the Cotton Bowl at 
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AT&T Stadium. 

Alabama (13-1) would face No. 1 
Clemson (14-0) for the national title on 
Jan. 11 in Glendale, Ariz. The Tigers took 
care of Oklahoma, 37-17, in the earlier 
semifinal. 

It didn’t take long for Saban to get 
asked about Clemson. 

“We'd like to enjoy this game for 24 
hours, but Clemson’s got a great team,” 
he said. “They're undefeated. They’ve got 
a great program, so I’m sure our guys are 
going to be motivated to play the best 
they can.” 

Alabama, the first two-time CFB play- 
off participant, is playing for its fourth 


national championship under Saban. The 
Tide last took home college football’s top 
prize after the 2012 season. 

During a Cotton Bowl in which nei- 
ther side got much of an early offensive 
foothold, the Southeastern Conference 
champions pulled away behind big plays 
from quarterback Jake Coker and a suf- 
focating defense. 

Coker was an efficient 25-for-30 pass- 
ing for a career-high 286 yards and two 
touchdowns. The senior didn’t try to do 
too much at first, but he took several 
well-timed shots down the field that 
proved effective. 

“It was going to be difficult to run the 
ball, so we knew Jake was going to have 
to throw it and do a good job of it,” 
Saban said. “And he did a fantastic job 
of making some big plays.” 

Alabama running back Derrick Henry, 
the Heisman Trophy winner, banged out 
75 tough yards and two touchdowns on 
20 carries. Wide receiver Calvin Ridley 
caught eight balls for 138 yards and two 
scores, both coming during a third-quar- 
ter barrage. 

“We just have a lot of athletes on the 
outside, and Calvin did a great job of 
making plays,” Coker said. 

The Crimson Tide turned a 10-0 
halftime lead into a 31-0 rout with three 
touchdowns in the third. Scoring grabs 
of 50 and 6 yards by Ridley were sand- 
wiched around cornerback Cyrus Jones’ 
57-yard punt-return touchdown. 

Unlike the Tide, the Big Ten champ 
Spartans (12-2) weren’t able to figure 
anything out when they had the ball. 
Michigan State quarterback Connor 
Cook was under constant duress, and the 
running game was nonexistent. 

Cook completed 19 of 39 passes for 
210 yards in his final collegiate game. 
The senior was sacked four times and 


SCOREBOARD 


meen 3c 4 T 
MICHIGANST. 0 0 0 0G 0 
ALABAMA 0 10 21 7 38 
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intercepted twice. 

“It felt like they were playing some 
good defense out there,” Cook said. “The 
pass rush was there.” 

Cook also brushed aside any speculation 
that he was less than 100 percent. He said 
his sore shoulder was fully healed and that 
he doesn’t need offseason surgery. 

Michigan State’s 239 total yards were 
a season low. The Spartans were shut out 
for the first time since 2000. 

“The inability to run the football 
consistently hurt us,” Michigan State 
coach Mark Dantonio said. “That’s the 
first time all year that happened.” 

It appeared that defense would rule the 
day for both sides until Alabama began 
to open it up more than halfway through 
the second quarter. 

Alabama took a 10-0 lead into the half, 
with Coker setting up two scores with 
passes of 50 to Ridley and 41 yards to 
tight end O.J. Howard, respectively. The 
former set up Henry’s 1-yard touchdown, 
with the latter leading to kicker Adam 
Griffith’s 47-yard field goal. 

Up until the first touchdown, the 
deepest penetration was Alabama reach- 
ing the Spartans’ 45-yard line. 

The teams combined for eight punts 
through the first two quarters. The Spar- 
tans took it inside the Alabama 45 only 
once in six possessions, with that trip 
reaching the red zone before an intercep- 
tion. 

Cook had Michigan State in position to 
score in the final seconds of the half, but 
he was picked off by Jones at the goal line. 


NOTES: Alabama RB Derrick Henry’s 
second-quarter score set an SEC single- 
season record for touchdowns with 24. 
Henry, who was up to 25 touchdowns, 
had also scored in an NCAA-best 19 con- 
secutive games. ... Michigan State had its 
four-game bow] winning streak snapped. 
... Alabama coach Nick Saban coached at 
Michigan State from 1995-99, with cur- 
rent Spartans head coach Mark Dantonio 
serving as one of his assistants. ... Both 
teams had plenty of familiarity with 
AT&T Stadium. Alabama has now played 
there three times, including a season- 
opening win over Wisconsin. Michigan 
State won last year’s Cotton Bowl against 
Baylor. ... The attendance was 82,812. 
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MSU UA 
Second Quarter FIRST DOWNS 16 21 


5:36 UA — Derrick Henry 1 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 6-80 2:38, RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 26-29 35-154 

MSU 0 - UA7 PASSING YDS (NET) 210 286 

1:25 UA — Adam Griffith 47 yd field goal, 7-43 2:39, MSU 0 - UA 10 Passes Att-Comp-Int 39-19-2 31-25-0 

TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 65-239 66-440 

Third Quarter Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 

Punt Returns-Yards 3-16 5-80 

10:36 UA — Calvin Ridley 6 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith kick), Kickoff Returns-Yards 1-22 0-0 

9-75 4:24, MSU 0 - UA 17 Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 2-21 

3:24 UA — Cyrus Jones 57 yd punt return (Adam Griffith kick), Punts (Number-Avg) 9-45.7 6-46.5 

MSU 0 - UA 24 Fumbles-Lost 2-0 2-0 

2:20 UA — Calvin Ridley 50 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith kick),  Penalties-Yards 6-33 6-69 

1-50 0:09, MSU 0 - UA 31 Possession Time 27:04 32:56 

Third-Down Conversions 4 of 16 40f 12 

Fourth-Down Conversions 1 of 3 1 of 1 

Fourth Quarter Red-Zone Scores-Chances 0-1 3-3 

7:52 UA — Derrick Henry 11 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 3-69 1:38, Sacks By: Number-Yards 2-15 4-29 
MSU 0 - UA 38 


Michigan State No. Gain Loss Net TD lg Avg. 
Damion Terry 1 14 0 14 0 14 14.0 
Madre London 5 11 0 11 0 8 2.2 
Aaron Burbridge 3 11 3 8 a | 2.7 

J Scott 6 lhe VES 8 Cvs 1.3 
Gerald Holmes 2 6 0 6 0 5 3.0 
Delton Williams 2 6 0 6 0 5 3.0 
Connor Cook ri 5 29 -24 0 3 -3.4 
Alabama No. Gain Loss Net TD lg Avg. 
Derrick Henry 20 78 863 75 2 14 3.8 
Kenyan Drake ACOA 60 0 58 ~ # 15.0 
Bo Scarbrough 3 18. -4 17 0 9 5.7 
ArDarius Stewart 1 Ti eA 7 i er. 7.0 
Damien Harris 1 2 “0 2 0 2 2.0 
TEAM 1 Oya -1 Oy 0% .=1:0 
Jake Coker 5 5 15 -6 0 4 = -1.2 


Michigan State Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Connor Cook 19-39-2 210 O 28 4 
Alabama Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Jake Coker 25-30-0 286 2 50 2 
Cooper Bateman 0-1-0 a!) 0 0 
Receiving 
Michigan State No. Yds TD Lg 
Aaron Burbridge 5 39 0 18 
Josiah Price 4 39 0 18 
Macgarrett Kings 2 27 0 26 
R.J. Shelton 2 19 0 12 
Gerald Holmes 2 10 0 7 
Felton Davis 1 28 0 28 
DeAnthony Arnett 1 21 0 21 
Paul Lang 1 17 0 17 
Madre London 1 10 0 10 
Alabama No. Yds TD Lg 
Calvin Ridley 8 138 2 50 
ArDarius Stewart 7 37 0 12 
0.J. Howard 3 59 0 41 
Richard Mullaney 3 53 0 26 
Kenyan Drake 3 5 0 9 
Ryan Kelly Derrick Henry 1 -6 0 0 
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2015 Alabama Crimson Roster 


NO NAME POS CL HT WT Hometown 
93 Jonathan Allen DL JR 6-3 283 Leesburg, VA 
41 Blaine Anderson DB JR 5-10 170 Charlotte, NC 
18 Keaton Anderson LB FR O6-1 220 Florence 
22 Ryan Anderson LB JR 6-2 249 Daphne 
28 Anthony Averett DB sO. —-6-0 180 Woodbury, NJ 
94 Dakota Ball TE/DL JR 6-3 254 Lindale, GA 
6 Blake Barnett QB FR 6-5 200 Corona, CA 
87 Parker Barrineau WR SR 6-0 184 Northport 
18 Cooper Bateman QB $O 6-3 220 Murray, UT 
1 Chris Black WR JR 6-0 192 Jacksonville, FL 
61 Nolan Boatner OL FR 6-2 272 Gadsden 
75 Bradley Bozeman OL SO 6-5 320 Roanoke 
48 Mekhi Brown LB FR 6-5 240 Columbus, GA 
7 Tony Brown DB so 6-0 195 Beaumont, TX 
45 Hunter Bryant TE sO 6-5 222 Roswell, GA 
27 Shawn Burgess-Becker DB FR 6-1 205 Coconut Creek, FL 
43 Gussie Busch LB FR 5-11 205 St. Louis, MO 
67 Josh Casher OL FR O6=1 294 Mobile 
4 Daylon Charlot WR FR 6-0 195 Patterson, LA 
5 Ronnie Clark DB/RB FR 6-2 228 Calera 
14 Jake Coker QB SR 6-5 232 Mobile 
12 David Cornwell QB FR O6-5 221 Norman, OK 
66 Lester Cotton OL FR SOB-4 315 Tuscaloosa 
39 Paden Crowder LB SR 6-3 208 Vestavia Hils 
48 David D'Amico TE JR 6-0 211 Birmingham 
62 Will Davis OL JR 6-5 315 Letohatchee 
30 Denzel Devall LB SR 6-2 252 Bastrop, LA 
17 Kenyan Drake RB SR 6-1 210 Powder Spring, GA 
36 Johnny Dwight DUTE FR 63 300 Rochelle, GA 
43 Lawrence Erekosima RB SO 5-7 175 Simpsonville, SC 
32 Rashaan Evans LB SO 6-3 225 Auburn 
80 Raheem Falkins WR JR 6-4 210 New Orleans, LA 
29  Minkah Fitzpatrick 0B FROG -1 195 Old Bridge, NJ 
83 TY Flournoy-Smith TE SR 6-3 247 Moultrie, GA 
10 Reuben Foster LB JR 6-1 240 Auburn 
8 — Robert Foster WR SO 6-2 194 Monaca, PA 
69 Joshua Frazier OL SO 6-4 315 Springdale, AR 
46 Derrick Garnett LB SO. 6-1 250 Tuscaloosa 
33. Derrick Gore RB SO 5-11 210 Syracuse, NY 
47 Bo Grant DB JR 6-2 195 Valley 
58 Brandon Greene TE JR 6-5 ~—-300 Ellenwood, GA 
99 Adam Griffith PK JR 5-10 192 Calhoun, GA 
20 Shaun Dion Hamilton LB SO 6-0 229 Montgomery 
9 —Da'Shawn Hand OL sO 6-4 273 Woodbridge, VA 
58 Alex Harrelson SN SR 6-0 234 Vestavia Hills 
34 Damien Harris RB FR 5-11 205 Berea, KY 
86 Truett Harris TE SR 6-3 220 Brentwood, TN 
15 Ronnie Harrison 0B FR 6-3 218 Tallahassee, FL 
63 J.C. Hassenauer OL $O 6-2 295 Woodbury, MN 
2 Derrick Henry RB JR 6-3 242 Yulee, FL 
84 Hale Heniges TE FR 6-5 = 235 Jefferson City, MO 
96 Stephen Hodge DL SR 6-2 254 Akron 
42 Keith Holcombe LB FR OB-4 223 Tuscaloosa 
88 0.J. Howard TE JR 6-6 242 Prattville 
26 Marlon Humphrey DB FR 6-1 192 Hoover 
76 Dominick Jackson OL SR 6-6 315 Cupertino, CA 
4 Eddie Jackson DB JR 6-0 194 Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
33. Anfernee Jennings OLB FR 6-3 255 Dadeville 


NO NAME POS Cl HT WT Hometown 
38 Austin Johnson WR FR 6-2 190 Elba 
89 Berne! Jones LB SR 6-2 248 Montgomery 
5 Cyrus Jones DB SR 5-10 196 Baltimore, MD 
6 Laurence Hootie Jones DB SO 6-2 219 Monroe, LA 
35 Walker Jones LB SO 6-2 240 Germantown, TN 
70 Ryan Kelly OL SR 6-5 297 West Chester, OH 
56 Brandon Kennedy OL FR 6-3 290 Wetumpka 
81 Derek Kief WR FR 6-4 198 Cincinnati, OH 
78 Korren Kirven OU/DL JR 6-4 300 Lynchburg, VA 
95 Darren Lake DL SR 6-3 315 York 
25 Dillon Lee LB SR 6-4 242 Buford, GA 
51 Jake Long DL JR 5-9 226 Vestavia Hills 
68 Isaac Luatua OL SR 6-2 315 La Mirada, CA 
36 Torin Marks WR FR 5-11 170 Rosenberg, TX 
31 Xavian Marks RB FR 5-8 160 Rosenberg, TX 
24 Geno Matias-Smith DB SR 6-0 196 Atlanta, GA 
55 Cole Mazza SN JR 6-2 240 Bakersfield, CA 
40 Joshua McMillon LB FR 6-3 240 Memphis, TN 
34 Christian Miller LB FR O64 213 Columbia, SC 
60 Brandon Moore OL SR 6-0 251 Cincinnati, OH 
11 Alec Morris OB JR 6-3 233 Allen, TX 
16 Jamey Mosley LB FR 6-5 221 Mobile 
16 Richard Mullaney WR SR 6-3 208 Thousand Oaks, CA 
46 Michael Nysewander TE SR 6-1 237 Hoover 
94 Daron Payne DL FR 6-2 315 Birmingham 
72 Richie Petitbon OL FR O64 315 Annapolis, MD 
57 D.J. Pettway OL SR 6-2 270 Pensacola, FL 
71 Ross Pierschbacher OL FR 6-4 298 Cedar Falls, IA 
65 Chris Posa OL JR 6-4 ~— 281 Commerce, Ml 
45 Cedric Powell DB so 5-11 185 Birmingham 
83 Armani Purifoye WR $0 6-0 195 Kingsland, GA 
96 Gunnar Raborn PK sO 5-9 187 Lafayette, LA 
19 Reggie Ragland LB SR 6-2 252 Madison 
90 Jarran Reed OL SR 6-4 313 Goldsboro, NC 
37 Jonathan Rice wR FR 6-4 —.207 Madison 
3 Calvin Ridley WR FR 6-1 188 Coconut Creek, FL 
86 A’Shawn Robinson OL JR 6-4 312 Fort Worth, TX 
74 Cam Robinson OL SO 6-6 326 Monroe, LA 
9 Bo Scarbrough RB FR 6-2 240 Tuscaloosa 
15 JK Scott P SO 6-5 195 Denver, CO 
11 Kendall Sheffield OB FR 6-0 ~—:185 Missouri City, TX 
7 Cam Sims WR SO 6-5 209 Monroe, LA 
21 Maurice Smith DB JR 6-0 ~—-199 Sugar Land, TX 
91 0O.J. Smith OL FR 6-2 308 Bossier City, LA 
31 Nate Staskelunas DB JR 6-3 210 Greenville, NC 
13 ArDarius Stewart WR SO 6-1 204 Fultondale 
3 Bradley Syive DB SR 6-0 180 Port Sulphur, LA 
50 Alphonse Taylor OL JR 6-5 326 Mobile 
17 Adonis Thomas LB FR 6-2 228 Lawrenceville, GA 
23 Deionte Thompson OB FR 6-2 183 Orange, TX 
54 Dalvin Tomlinson DL JR 6-3 294 McDonaugh, GA 
29 Brandon Turner RB sO 5-9 171 Birmingham 
44 Levi Wallace DB so. 66-0 172 Tucson, AZ 
59 Dallas Warmack OL FR «6-2 297 Atlanta, GA 
23 Jabriel Washington DB SR 6-11 182 Jackson, TN 
56 Tim Williams LB JR 6-4 230 Baton Rouge, LA 
82  JaMichael Willis WR JR 6-0 180 Gardendale 
77 ~Matt Womack OL FR 6-7 315 Hernando, MS 
35 Thomas Woods WR so 5-6 165 Birmingham 


2015 Alabama, Crimson, Tide Starters 
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CAM ROBINSON ROSS PIERSCHBACHER RYAN KELLY ALPHONSE TAYLOR DOMINICK JACKSON 0.J. HOWARD 


Left Tackle Left Guard Center Right Guard Right Tackle Tight End 
6-6 | 326 | So. 6-4 | 298 | Fr. 6-5 | 297 | Sr. 6-5 | 325 | Jr. 6-6 | 315 | Sr. 6-6 | 242 | Jr. 


f 


RICHARD MULLANEY ArDARIUS STEWART CALVIN RIDLEY DERRICK HENRY JAKE COKER ADAM GRIFFITH 
Wide Receiver Wide Receiver Wide Receiver Running Back Quarterback Placekicker 
6-3| 208 | Sr. 6-1 | 204 | So. 6-1 | 188 | Fr. 6-3 | 242 | Jr. 6-5 | 232 | Sr. 5-10 | 192 | Jr. 


JONATHAN ALLEN A’SHAWN ROBINSON JARRAN REED DENZEL DEVALL REGGIE RAGLAND REUBEN FOSTER 
Defensive End Nose Guard Defensive End Linebacker Linebacker Linebacker 
6-3 | 283 | Jr. 6-4 | 312 | Jr. 6-4 | 313 | Sr. 6-2 | 252 | Sr. 6-2 | 252 | Sr. 6-1 | 240 | Jr. 


A 


h \ ‘ \ . 
CYRUS JONES MARLON HUMPHREY EDDIEJACKSON GENO MATIAS-SMITH MINKAH FITZPATRICK JK SCOTT 
Cornerback Cornerback Strong Safety Free Safety Safety Punter 
5-10 | 196 | Sr. 6-1 | 192 | Fr. 6-0 | 194 | Jr. 6-0 | 196 | Sr. 6-1 | 195 | Fr. 6-5 | 195 | So. 
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sistant 


2015 


BURTON BURNS SCOTT COCHRAN MARIO CRISTOBAL 


Associate Head Coach / Director of Strength Offensive Line 
Running Backs and Conditioning 


BO DAVIS LANE KIFFIN TOSH LUPOI 
Defensive Line Offensive Coordinator Outside Linebackers 


/ Quarterbacks 


Bee) 
BILLY NAPIER KIRBY SMART MEL TUCKER 
Wide Receivers Defensive Coordinator / Assistant Head Coach 
Linebackers / Defensive Backs 


BOBBY WILLIAMS 
Tight Ends / 
Special Teams Coordinator 


@ ou can add another illustrious 
chapter to the history of Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. The 2015 sea- 

son started with Alabama highly ranked 


and considered a national title contend- 
er, but still with questions and concerns. 
Those were all answered emphatically, 
as the Crimson Tide won another 
national championship. 

Of course, being the home of cham- 
pionship teams is nothing new to the on- 
campus stadium. Nothing has changed 
there. But, there have been a lot of 
changes since the facility’s early days. 

In fact, in the beginning, there wasn’t 
a stadium at all. The Quad, an area in 
the campus center where tailgaters now 
gather before games, was the play- 
ing field from 1893 when the program 
started through the 1914 season. 

Beginning in 1915, the team played 
at University Field, which was renamed 
Denny Field in 1920, after the former 
university president George Hutchen- 
son Denny. In 1929, Alabama moved its 
games two blocks west to Denny Stadium. 
The first game, played on September 28, 
was a 22-7 win over the University 
of Mississippi, attended by 12,000 fans. 

Since then, the stadium has been 
expanded and improved many times. 

In 1937, 6,000 seats were added on the 
east side, Thirteen years later, seating was 
increased to 25,000. Grandstands were 
expanded in 1961 to include 61 rows, 
raising seating to 43,000. Capacity grew 
to 60,000 in 1966. 

In 1975, the stadium’s name was 
changed to Bryant-Denny Stadium in 
honor of the team’s head coach, Paul 
W. Bryant, a recognition bestowed by 
the Alabama legislature. 

Despite stadium expansion, most of 
Alabama’s games against major oppo- 
nents for several decades were played at 


Legion Field in Birmingham. But, 

in 1987, a west side upper deck in- 
creased seating to 83,818. Tuscaloosa 
became the permanent home for future 
Crimson Tide home games. 

A major upgrade was completed in 
2006, unveiled in the season-opening 
25-7 win over Hawaii, played before 
a record 92,138 fans, including those 
in the new north end zone. 

In early 2009, expansion of the south 
end zone upper deck and suite level was 
approved. Prior to that season, the large 
south scoreboard was disassembled to 
make way for the construction of the 
new stadium expansion. Also, during 
that time, four new play clocks and 
down/distance indicators were installed 


nt-Den 


(one behind each corner of the end 
zones) and a new LED game clock 
was placed behind the south goalpost. 

The expanded south end zone now 
includes a two level South Zone club 
with a total of 1,700 seats and 36 sky- 
boxes, bringing the total number of 
skyboxes in the stadium to 159. 

Bryant-Denny Stadium has a seating 
capacity of 101,821, and is the fourth- 
largest stadium in the Southeastern 
Conference, the seventh-largest stadium 
in the United States. 

Throughout the program's history, the 
stadium has given the Crimson Tide an 
overwhelming home-field advantage, 
as the team has won nearly 85 percent 
of its games played in there. 


(Through SEC Championship Game) 


1a Season Stats 


PASSING 
Cmp-Att-Int Pct Yds TD Avg/G t Let 3 
Jake Coker 222-338-8 65.7 2489 17 191.5 
Cooper Bateman 37-51-2 725 291 1 224 
Alec Morris 1-1-0 100.0 6 0 2.0 
Total 260-390-10 66.7 2786 18 2143 
Opponents 201-409-16 49.1 2394 13 184.2 
RECEIVING 
GP No. Yds Avg TD Lg Avg/G 
Calvin Ridley 13 75 893 119 5 81 687 
ArDarius Stewart 13 54 600 11.1 4 37 46.2 
Richard Mullaney 13 34 308 9.1 5 24 23.7 
0.J. Howard 13 30 335 11.2 0 42 258 
Kenyan Drake 11 24 250 104 1 69 227 
Robert Foster 3 10 116 116 2 22 387 
Derrick Henry 13:30) OF OF O28. 7S 
Cam Sims 12 6 4 77 O 16 38 
Damien Harris iW: 4°43. 382) 2 8° 1s 
Flournoy-Smith 8 3 48 160 0 3 60 
Chris Black GB 2 (Oh 115 0 We Bb 
Xavian Marks 1 2 19 95 O 13 19.0 
Daylon Charlot a 9 45 0 8 18 
M.Nysewander 13 1 19 190 1 19 15 
Dakota Ball 10 #1 8 80 0 8 08 
Hale Hentges qa. «3 5 S06 0 5. 04 
Derek Kief B 4 -3 -30 0 O -04 
Total 13. 260 2786 10.7 18 81 214.3 
Opponents 13 201 2394 11.9 13 77 184.2 
PUNT RETURNS 
No. Yds Avg TD Lg 
Cyrus Jones 36 438 12.2 3 72 
Richard Mullaney 2 30. =—-15.0 0 22 = = = 
Keith Holcombe 1 13° «13.0 0 0 
Ronnie Harrison 1 8 8.0 0 0 
Minkah Fitzpatrick 1 16 16.0 1 1 FIELD GOALS SCORING 
Total 7 0S TS 6} OR Made-Att Pct 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 Ly PAT PAT 
Opponents 22 241 110002 8G Adam Griffith 21-29 724 111013 46 47 22 85 TD FGs Kick Rush Rev Pass OXP Saf Pts 
JK Scott O01 00 00 00 Of 0:0 0-0 0  ODemickHeny 23 0-0 OO Of 0 00 O 0 138 
Daas Nag in Lg Adam Griffith 0 21-29 51-51 00 O O00 O 0 114 
Eddie Jackson «5-230 46.0 «293g SEQUENCE ii aeanineis I) ei ORS RS eS 
Marlon Humphrey 3 28 « «9.30Cti«OO 29 ; ' a Meaney a: a a 
Minkah Fitzpatrick 2 88 440 2 55 Wisconsin 44,39 34,(43) A Stewart 4 00 00 00 0 O00 O O 24 
Ronnie Harrison 2 44 20.5 0 29 Middle Tennessee 24,49 46,(20) M. Fitzpatrick 3 00 Of 00 0 00 0 0 8 
Jabriel Washington 1 34 = «34.0 0 34 Ole Miss (20) (32),(34),(45) Cyrus Jones 3 00 00 00 0 00 0 0 18 
Geno Matias-Smith 1 16 «16.0 0 16 ULM (40),(35) F Jake Coker 2 00 00 00 0 02 0 0 12 
Cyrus Jones 1 o oo 0 0 Georgia (29) (27) Robert Foster 92 «00 00 00 0 00 O 0 12 
Dillon Lee 1 i i a care ee (24),25,48,(36) d Edie Jackson «20-000 0 00 0 2 
KICK RETURNS Texas A&M (32),(20),(54),(52),55,52,(36) Rentals 2 Oe ee 
M.Nysewander 1 0-0 00 O0 0 00 0 O 6 
No. Yds Avg TD lg Tennessee (19),(28) 43,51,51 Rs 
Kenyan Drake 14 309 22.1 0 40 LsU (22),(55),(29) (39) Damien Harris 1 00 Of 00 0 00 0 0 6 
Damien Harris 9 174 #193 O 30 <i ee BoScarbrough 1 00 00 00 0 00 0 0 6 
Richard Mullaney 2 2% 130 O 16 Mississippt State (42),32 50,(31),(39) TEAM 0 of 00 00 0 00 0 2 4 
ArDarius Stewart 2 30 150 O 16 Charleston Southern 33 7 JK Scott 0 of 14 00 0 00 0 0 1 
Michael Nysewander 1 16 16.0 0 16 Auburn (26),(40),(26),(50),(47) (24),(44),48 Total 54 21-30 52:52 00 0 02 0 2 443 
eee a wee oy) dy, me __(28)(80,24 40 Opponents. «211424 1748 «1 0 02 0 0187 
Hale Hentges 1 9 20 0 9 Numbers in (parentheses) indicate field goal was made. 
Cyrus Jones 1 24 = 24.0 0 24 PUNTING 
Total 32 607 = 19.0 0 40 No. Yds Avg Lg TB FC 120 50+ 
Opponents 37 689 186 0 33 KICKOFFS JK Scott 57 2518 44.2 59 8 13 18 17 
No. Yards Avg TB OB TEAM 2 26 13.0 260 0 00 
FUMBLE RETURNS Adam Griffith 86 5457 63.5 46 0 
No. Yds Avg TD Lg JK Scott 1 57 = 67.0 =O 1 
Cyrus Jones 1 18 18.0 0 18 Total 87 865514 63.4 46 1 
A’Shawn Robinson 1 9 9.0 0 9 Opponents 49 2962 60.4 14 3 
Total 2 27 13.5 0 18 
Opponents 0 0 0.0 0 0 


Alabama Season, Stats 


(Through SEC eas 30 
TOTAL OFFENSE = 
GP Plays Rush Pass Total Avg/G Defensive Leaders 
Jake Coker 13 399 94 2489 2583 198.7 J------- Tackles -------~ | Sacks PassDefense  |-Fumbles-I_Bikd 
Derrick Henry 13° 339 1986 =6 0 1986 152.8 GP Solo Ast Total TFL-Yds No-Yds Int-Yds BU Qbh Rev-Yds FF Kick Saf 
Kenyan Drake 11. 72 ~=«347 0 347 #315 19 Reggie Ragland 13° 51 39 90 65-23 2.5-10 a 6 : 2 
Cooper Bateman 13 56 8 291 299 230 10 Reuben Foster : 13 38 22 60 7.0-19 1.0-6 - 3 . 
Damion Recs it 46 155) «0155. 185 24 Geno Matias-Smith 13 38 19 57 1.0-2 - dae tS. 5 yi 
c ; 90 Jarran Reed 13 15 38 53 45-8  1.0-3  22e P58) ED ‘ 
Bo Scarbrough 5 15 8 O 87 174 86 A'Shawn Robinson 13 16 26 42 7.5-25 3,5-19 rarer JB) M8 1 
Ronnie Clark Ss 2 Of a Br 29 Minkah Fitzpatrick 12 27 14 41 30-18 20-17 288 8 1 ie 
Derrick Gore 5 6 15 0 1 30 26 Marlon Humphrey 1332 8 40 25-14 ee: Me] e 
‘ 4 Eddie Jackson 13 29 11 40 3,0-12 . 5-230 2 1-0 1 
1 i 
sone 4 ; : : : 2 93 Jonathan Allen 13 17 17 34 125-77 100-73 > 4 8 .* 9 
phan 3 a 22 Ryan Anderson 13 17 16 33 95-43 5.0-37 eg POT NSEO! 2 
Calvin Ridley mt Tf 2 oF 2 02 54 Dalvin Tomlinson 13 10 20 30 0.5-1 : eT ee | ; 
TEAM ZR MD tae 200, 5 Cyrus Jones 13 24 5 29 40-16 Cs ee 
Total 13 951 2707 2786 5493 422.5 = ci ee " 3 un s pee re Mts 
nzel val .0-' - 
Cpponents I I 56. Tim Williams 13 12 6 18 115-82 9.5-68 oe 
25 Dillon Lee 1311 7 18 105 105 14 1 4 5 
57 D.J. Pettway 13 9 7 16 40-16 2,0-10 Bw AB ao ea 
ALL PURPOSE 7 Tony Brown 1312 4 16 1.0-5 . ee — 
3 Bradley Syive 13 8 6 14 1.0-2 : ; F . i 3 ; 
GP Rush Rev PR KR_ IR Total Avg/G 1B Ronnie Harrison 139 5 14 10-5 105 241 4 1 ; 1 1 
Derrick Henry 131986 97 0 0 0 2083 160.2 9B Daron Payne IS -S “8, 33 0.5-3 0.5-3 ° 1 1 P 1 
9 Da’Shawn Hand 13 4 8 12 45-11 3,0-10 be er : 
Kenyan Drake = 11 347 250 0 309 0 906 624 21 Maurice Smith 365 71 «108 eg Ag * ; 
CalvinRidley 13 2 893 0 O O 895 688 42 Keith Holcombe TE Be Ce A; . ee 1 
A. Stewart 13 7 600 0 30 O 637 49.0 32 Rashaan Evans 12 4 3 7 2.0-14 20-14 cI 3 3 
46 Michael Nysewander 3 Bisine ‘ 
Cyrus Jones = 1300 438 24 0 462 35.5 23 Jabriel Washington 6 4 2 6 1-34 
R. Mullaney 13 0 308 30 26 0 364 280 69 Joshua Frazier ae ie Se | 
Damien Harri 10 155 1 0 174 2 342 27 ~Burgess-Becker vols ce 
abin’y i is 55 Cole Mazza 1 123 
0.J. Howard 13 0 335 0 0 O 335 258 95 Darren Lake 1 1 2 3 1 
EddieJackson 13 0 O O 0230 230 17,7 88 0.J, Howard iw 2 5..2 
6 Hootie Jones 9 » tee oe 
Robert Foster 3 0116 0 O 0 116 387 SA heen flats ‘ees 
M. Fitzpatrick 12 #O O 16 0 88 104 87 33 Derrick Gore 5 4 - “ft 
Jake Coker 3 2 0.0 0 OQ M72 28 Anthony Averett 5 c, ete tl 
76 Dominick Jackson 12) 11 1 
Bo Scarbrough 5 8 0 0 0 0 87 174 & Webs tees ao ; 
Flournoy-Smith 8 0 4 0 19 0 67 84 70 Ryan Kelly 1 1 
R. Harrison 130 0 8 #O4 49 38 8 Robert Foster a 
, 91 0.J. Smith a? ce TA 
Cam Sims 12 0 4 0 00 4 38 3A Calvin Ridley i. ‘ 
M.Nysewander 13 0 19 O 16 0 35 27 17 Kenyan Drake ie 1 
J. Washington 6 0 0 0 034 34 57 2 Derrick Henry Les er F , ee 
i 96 Gunnar Raborn 1 oe : ; Se, 1 
Chris Black 6 0 23 0 7 0 30 50 TM TEAM 2. ut Se ; — : : yeRe 
M.Humphrey 13 0 0 O 0 28 28 22 Total 13 445 337 782 95-421 46-293 16-441 65 69 8-27 14 5 2 
Ronnie Clark 3 20 0 0 0 20 67 Opponents 13 613 4041017 84-309 18-143 10-140 38 43 7-0 6 3 
Xavian Marks 1 0 19 0 0 0 19 190 
G.Matias-Smih 13 0 0 0 016 16 12 Rushing 
Derrick Gore 5 1 0 0 00 15 30 
Keith Holcombe 13 0 0 13 0 0 13 1.0 
DaylonChalot «85 0 9 0 00 9 18 : Lice) 
DakotaBal «= 10 «0B CB el Jogi 
amien Harris 
CooperBateman 13 8 0 0 0 0 8 06 Jake Coker 
Hale Hentges (a | | 8 Bo Scarbrough 5 
Dillon Lee 13 0 0 0 04 4 03 Ronnie Clark 3 
Derek Kief 8 0 3 0 00 3 -04 Derrick Gore 3 
Cooper Bateman 13 
TEAM 7-14 0 0 0 0 -14 -20 ArDarius Stewart 13 
Total 13 2707 2786 505 607 441 7046 542.0 Calvin Ridley 13 
Opponents 13 962 2394 241 689140 4426 340.5 Xavian Marks 1 
TEAM 7 


Total 
Opponents 


ow 


Alabama All-Time Team 
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DON HUTSON AMARI COOPER OZZIE NEWSOME FRED SINGTON BARRETT JONES CHRIS SAMUELS 
Wide Receiver Wide Receiver Wide Receiver Offensive Lineman Offensive Lineman Offensive Lineman 
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JOHN HANNAH DWIGHTSTEPHENSON JOE NAMATH JOHNNY MUSSO DERRICK HENRY MARK INGRAM 
Offensive Lineman Center Quarterback Running Back Running Back Running Back 


u 
MARTY LYONS VAUGHN MANCHA BILLY NEIGHBORS ROLANDO McCLAIN LEEROY JORDAN DERRICK THOMAS 
Defensive Lineman ODefensiveLineman Defensive Lineman Linebacker Linebacker Linebacker 


CORNELIUS BENNETT MARK BARRON HARRY GILMER BOBBY JOHNS JEREMIAHCASTILLE JAVIER ARENAS 
Linebacker Defensive Back Defensive Back Defensive Back Defensive Back Kick Returner 


COMFORT 
ANYTIME 


ANY WEAR 


Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 


Dip into the authentic taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Try all six Cheese Dips: Original, Mild, Hot, Cheese’n Salsa, Chipotle and the newest favorite Yellow Queso. 
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gordoscheesedip.com 


Find us on Facebook | Follow us on Twitter 


